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Multicentered-Growth of Office Activities in the City of Seoul
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Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to investigate office location dynamic in Seoul and to analyze
comparatively the office activities of emerging office centers. Since mid 1980s, the expansion of office employment
and spatial differentiation of the office-type jobs have changed the employment and spatial structure of Seoul. The
major employment centers are CBD, Kangnam district and Youido. Among these, CBD and Kangnam have
developed as the two leading centers of Seoul. Youido, the typical office-oriented center, shares CBD functions
especially specializing security business. Selective decentralization of offices made qualitative differences among the
centers. In spite of vigorous office decentralization, CBD has kept the principal offices of finance and insurance, travel
agencies, advertising agencies, management consulting firms, major public institutions and headquarters of upper 100
companies in Korea. But the offices of producer services such as law, architects, engineering and computer consulting
and real estates and headquarters of upper 5000 companies in Korea have been decentralized dominantly to
Kangnam.
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