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Boundary, Functions and Internal Structure of CBD in Seoul
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Abstract : The main purpose of this study is to delimit the boundary of central business district and to describe
the internal structure of CBD in Seoul. To delimit the CBD boundary, we used the locational matrices of main CBD
functions, which were organized through fieldworks, CBD functions are classified into 20 categories. They are retail
sales, corporation managements, administration managements, business, and unclassified services, customer{personal)
services, and manufacturings. The core area of CBD in Seoul is at Chongro and Chung Gu area that shows the
locational consistency comparing to 1970s. Although the boundary is slightly expanded into west, south and east, the
extent of horizontal expansion in CBD can be negligible comparing to the remarkable growth of Korean economy
after 1970s. The reasons why CBD showed little expansion can be found out from the process of restructuring in
Seoul metropolitan area, such as the growth of subcenters, decentralization of central functions, construction of
highrise buildings, redevelopment in central area and so on. Intemal structure of Seoul’s CBD shows 5 specialized
functional subdistricts. They are CBD core area, subdistrict of department and office functions, retail sales, customer
services and light manufacturings.
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