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= Abstract =

A Case of Syphilis which is Thought to be Infected by the
Abnormal Imposition of Hands on a Child

Jeong Hoon Choe, M.D., Young Kyoo Shin, M.D. and Baik Lin Eun, M.D.

Department of Pediatrics, Korea University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Syphilis is a systemic communicable disease caused by the motile spirochete, Trponema
pallidum, which is only a natural pathogen for human. The distribution and trends of syphilis
are influenced by biologic factors, sexual behaviors, biomedical technology, availability of
and access to health care, public health efforts, changes in population dynamics, and
sociocultural factors. Although sexual contact is the main toute of transmission, Treponema
pallidum may also be infected through direct contact with syphilitic lesions, blood
transtusion, ingestion of menstrual blood or vaginal secretions, or transplacental transmissions.
In extremely unusual circumstances, infection by means of contact with a skin lesion and
human bite have been reported.

We experienced a case of syphilis which is thought to be infected by the abnormal

imposition of hands on a child, which caused unnecessary erosive trauma with fingernails,

Key Words : Syphilis, Treponema pallidum, Imposition, Child





