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A Comparison of the Pattern and the Investigation
of Determinants in Rural Couples” Time-Use
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ABSTRACT : This study compared the pattern of couples’ time-use in rural areas. Wives' and husbands’
time spent in household work, leisure, and agricultural labor were compared. In addition, this study ex-
amined what factors determine the amount of time of couples spent in such activities.

According to the results, in general, the pattern of couple’s time-use in rural area was different. Re-
garding the pattern of time-use, three major results could be mentioned. First of all, husband in rural area
spent most agricultural labour time in busy farming season. And then husband spent much time in leisure ac-
tivities and wife spent in household work. Second, wife spent more time in inactive leisure and husband spent
more time in active leisure. Third, husband in rural area spent less time in household work. In particular, they
spent less time in female-typed work than male-typed work.

To examine what factors determine the extent of time spent in such activities, three theories were em-
ployed and tested. According to the results, the models employed in this study were realistic in explaining the
amount of time of couple in rural area, and more adjustable wife than husband. In conclusion, a combination
of the multidimensional theoretical perspectives used in this study helpfully explains the variation in the amount
of time-use of couple in rural area.

Key Words : Time-use, Determinant of time-use, Pattern of time-use, Rural couple, Husband and wife in
rural area.
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