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Abstract

Aspergillosis, caused by infection with Aspergillus fumigatus and less commonly by other Asperg:-
llus species, is a prevalent and costly respiratory disease of poultry. In a flock of chicks, the
number of birds, 4~5 months old, had become gradually emaciated and subsequently died. Gross
necropsy revealed multiple granulomatous masses on the abdominal serosa. The masses, 4~15
mm in size, were attached on mainly intestinal wall. Also, the smaller masses in size were on
mesentery and pancreas. However, only a few small white nodules were scattered throughout
liver and lung in few samples. Microscopically, the mass were granulomatous with a central area
of necrosis containing numerous septate, branched fungal hypae consistent with Aspergillus sp.
These were surrounded by macrophages, giant cells, lymphocytes and fibrous tissues. Nodular
lesions of liver and lung were seemed to spread hemotogenously from intesiine and the possible
route of infection was speculaled by oral.

This report is a Aspergillus-induced granuloma limited to the serosa of abdominal cavity, especia-
lly of intestinal wall.
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Legends for figures

Fig 1. Multiple granulomatous nodules{arro-
wheads) were noted on the intestinal
serosa.

Fig 2. Central areas of granuloma contained
necrotic debris and fungal hypae (ar-
rowhead). X200, H-E.

Fig 3. Inflammtory cells, included macropha-
ges, giant cells, lymphocytes, and fibro-
blasts, surrounded necrotic area(N).
X100, H-E.

Fig 4. Hyphae of Aspergillus sp, speptate and
branched, were shown in strong posi-
tive reaction X200, PAS.
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