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The Tourism Development Plan of Muan County in relation to the
Construction of the Muan International Airport
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lbstract

The Tourism Development Plan of Muan County in Relation to
the Construction of the Muan International Airport

Deog-An Lee*

The purpose of this study is to present the tourism development plan of Muan County in relation to
the establishment of the Muan International Airport. This study criticizes the stereotypical tourism
development plans carried out by numerous local self-governments. The highest purpose of tourism is
to create an experience that cannot be had in a person’s daily life. Tourism development in Muan
must be loyal to this philosophy of tourism.

This study raises three key questions: What is the nature of tourism?; For whom is tourism
developed?; Why is tourism being developed? The answers to the three key questions are very basic
ones, but are not being fulfilled in the tourism development of Korea, as follows. Firstly, tourism
development should be carried out to strengthen the special characteristics of tourism resources.
Secondly, tourism development should encourage the participation of local residents within the
process, and it should be helpful to the local industry and the resident’s income. Lastly, the
development should refrain from relying heavily on money-making businesses but seek to enrich the
lives of visitors and hosts together. This study presents five distinctive tourism development schemes
for Muan. They are as follows: the establishment of a scenic byway leading to the Airport; the
development of Hoeshan lotus reservoir as a tourist resort for Buddhists and as a traditional health
care center: the utilization of the Japanese military airport relics as an historical and cultural tourist

attraction: the establishment of a salt-water spa complex: and the vitalization of agricultural tourism

by utilizing the advantage of the Muan International Airport.

Key words : tourism development, tourism resource, local self-government,
quality of life
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