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Abstract

Vest is a general term for a sleeveless upper garment and it derives from a kolobus of a
sleeveless tunic style that was started to be worn as a substitution of a chiton by the peasantry
in Greek period. The kolobus started to be calied a colobium or a tunica from Roman period and
the former was named for a vest style tunica which was worn by the people of the lower classes
in early Roman period, Similarly, a German colobium of North Europe which was worn during
the same period was the same kind of clothe as the Roman colobium. The colobium came to be
worn over a dalmatica as an outer garment by early Christians when it was the Middle Ages,
who succeeded the tradition of colobium as they went through ancient Rome, Greek and
Byzantine days. North Germans also succeeded the colobium tradition of ancient Germans as it
was and so continued to wear it in tight style. The simple vest style of colobium was getting
vanished from the mid of the Middle Ages and a new style of vest named jupon was started to
be worn by soldiers, The jupon was to protect soldiers’ bodies from either severe cold weather
or enemies wearing under armors as it was made with double cotton pad by quilt. From 14th
century, the jupon began to be worn by not only soldiers but also the humble of lower classes.
All the jupon which were made in quilting and padding of that time began to be named a
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pourpoint by the humble, When Renaissance in 16th century came, the pourpoint began to be
developed to an exaggerating body-line style. The neckline of pourpoint was getting highly
influenced by Spain and a peacecod-belly of it emphasized the exaggerated masculine beauty of
Renaissance by padding in round. The sleeves were puffed out and the whole purpoint was
made to expose an inner chemise by slashing vertically or obliquely, But in 17th century, the
pourpoint has been changed into more simple style without padding, puffing out and slashing
influenced by the citizens’ clothes of Netherlands, The pourpoint came to be more comfortable
bulky style with short sleeves or sleeveless and straight side lines. The pourpoint in mid 17th
century turned to be a bolero jacket style by gradually being tightened. It had been then
changed into a vest style with sleeves and worn under an overcoat with the name of veste in
the end of 17th century, The early veste was 23 inches less in length than the overcoat and
had long sleeves and many ornamental buttons on front, It was also made as a home wear to be
worn it alone at home, In 13th century, the ienght of the veste became shorter compared with
that of 17th century and the most important decorative item in clothes, It again came to have
complete sleeveless vest style and had very short length reaching waist in the end of 18th cen-
tury. When it was in 19th century, the veste had developed into more various style and colors
and style had been applied to be worn by individuals with their tastes, Around the end of 19th
century, the increasing tendency to be casual by industrialization influenced on clothes in all
aspects of life and so the male vest has been gradually changed into more casual style, Now-
adays, it has been developing into various uses in modern male clothes to show their characters,
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