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(Abstract)

This study presents the Family FIRO model for stepfamily development.

The Family FIRO model conceptualizes interactional patterns in stepfamily
for dealing with developmental tasks and suggests a method for organizing
assessment and for prioritizing treatment strategies.

Boundary ambiguity, role confusion, intergenerational coalition, and loyalty
conflict, lack of relationship commitment and resource management issues of
stepfamily constitute the inclusion interaction dimension in The Family FIRO
model. While power, role negotiation, conflict, decision making, and discipline
issues represent the control interaction dimension, lack of emotional exchange
and open self-disclosure issues are intimacy interaction dimension in the
stepfamily.

The Family FIRO model suggests that stepfamily should attend to the
developmental tasks related to inclusion before placing a major emphasis on
control issues which in turn should come before emphasis on stepfamily intimacy.
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