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Recognition of Width and Height Modulated Barcode
Printed at Arbitrary Position for Postal Service
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ABSTRACT

An efficient image processing algorithm is proposed to recognize both the height and width modulated barcodes
which are rotated and printed at an arbitrary position. The main feature of this algorithm is to utilize the gradient
information of a rotated barcode with a Sobel operator. The barcode area is extracted using the gradient infor-
mation, and the barcode is decoded from the binary image of the extracted area. This algorithm is successfully
applied to the 4 state and width modulated barcodes. It takes 0.86 second to process a letter, and the recognition
rate reaches above 98% under various lesting conditions. Since both the width and height modulated barcodes are

processed with the proposed algorithm, it can be applied to postal service automation.

SR AAEANATY YUF AT
~ AT ALY EA DT W UFH LG
R e EEELE
AR 97316-0905
MR H T 19974 9 SH

805



HELGITHEH ik "98—4 Vol.23 No.4

I.M &

M *ﬁ o) A 0 AEsel W
Q1 RaRA PHE PRI Y 4T Fol Au
‘“ﬂfﬂﬂﬂa*%ﬂlﬁﬁ+§ﬂ€%‘ﬂv
AFolA 4 Yol wpmEg dsiAd 2pue
watslel Abgia Qo slskel 4 o] A3
HREE Qdshe e AgeL A FAlolth of
S 9lshe] oAk 8X 9} ZAVR A7t 2P E v
o] 2 4] oja Bao] Zobab k.

PHYFAN AgHT b vEEe] FRE 2
1ol A wel vhsl o] F Wzt ol MxE
F X (width and height modulated barcode)® -4 %
ok ZE HZxE vlHuE gJur BEao0w e AF4-
¥ A %Of‘! 229 1(a)9} 7o) 72 vhd e} ool %
HEE ol 83t JRE YHAI R JEdg ol
b #1185 WAB] 913 5y A Fo] ¥
aejng azfo] A upiE g U¥k WA BF &
Aol Qdnk HUHE o] &8t lystr]edlE 43}
A o, Eutdt F& A Sl AT S de
Lol A5 #H 9¥6}L} (k.

olol7te E W2y wlmeo WdHo T 9lsld X
o] Mz mamzt AlF] FolArt AREsaL Sl }
a7 FAlks 2 W9l 2749 el Wad
POSTNET(Poslal Numeric Fncoding Technique) 51

AMuksle) 710 3418 & e
:‘H] gt H&aen, HT ?J,\‘} HewE A&
HAE guetar duk 21 g3 Adetel 94 F
Ae 2@ (o)) 4ST(4 State) S8 AME3RTL 2o
[3, 4]. 4ST 313 529 T o| 7}53F POSTNET
of ulahe] guel A AR ) wEel Lol F
A4S RAY 4 Arh AMA O wo] MxG s
© % Wxd e} nlwskel sl el sl o4
7} &0} sttt

ol Mxd m3x=o) a4l 4ST 5= 1§ 24
Uepd npeh 7o) 479 g z3tale) slube] 4
2y WAk RdEen, vtdel el Fe oy
gto. el sbEd FER(rack)E F4 R AR
(ascender) @} &F7(descender)= 717} 270 ©f whdj 7} &
A akA ¥k Akt (upper half) ¢l shnk(lower half)
E FAshE a7l W E Zghelk Ho) 256(=16x16)

fsod

806

Mol gz K 1}/} it § o] 7hEstA N, S e) 13
o Wt 3eel x ¥xbE HEEH AR B
urrfi(start and stop bar)E o] &3lo] ;T o] x|z

B A B

(a) 125 Code

T | 1 1 R PR TP A

(b) POSTNET

T e R

(c)4 ST BPO

L% o]l Mg

A2 Aol wisis sfdst ohbge ol & QA6
13 ol-7F QI Aow, upm = 1AM 7p
&l A}sle upsiv: e 7|ele] viA o E HEH
slal &3l A OIL} Richard [5]$} Ralph [6]
S POSTNET 51:id Q14 8h7] 9l8te] ze]
g A O o) &3, AT YL A 7Y
& o] 88l FEa At Jain [7, 8] T 229 &
el oep s upEivh gelel A 4 E A
f-ofl wparrzeof Aol A £ & o §ate] uix
ogelg FE3Uh Amin [9] 52 B33 sHtA
2ol 2K E s AIZES Fol7] H38te thare] DSPR
=9} &hrzglo] #H ¥ Bi(convolver)E A}8-3lo 4ST 2
i QT Et T Ht ad A el A 3hel npss o
Mk il 3t Qv e [10), ¥l
WY mae] POSTNET Ik 498 #5387
S QV‘O ol FAZ| L AND ¢4t 71313}0‘1 Hp=
v ogole Z&Estgr)k AorE GvelES AND ¢
AN A9 sl 416 Qstel ol B e
Bogagd 91 Yo mpRln g QIAE 4 %’12“‘1
Hle g lele] ST A FE X xyd w
1o A& 4 At

oY 7bA] At o] SNl M e 125 & HE2E
129} Linear Bar/No bar fR =7} 8 AR H 32

he
o



w/dere] AAd A4 E $AGTE 2 P Ho) WzY upAEe 94

3‘11 no} HEY 3 z°“/\1 AR AL & Bar Weights 4 2 1 0
2 4ST =9 Abgo] FEHI Qlr}. &xol met 3 Normal Upper Half I T Ascender 160216
5o vpREI} AT 712 B B AEE A o) | Tk lois
o, olg} 7+ M & Zetstd 3EF o wHEE < Normal Lower Half I I " Descender 160-216 T

4% 4 e e Ee Aol a7 ¥F

Bar Width : 0.38~0.63 @9 :mm

Bol vREES A AdstE A Sole S LEo
ARG A FosA Ashe Aol A9 ¥y (@ 4ST 7
ez qdols] gxe) AHE ZES AT F 9o
o, $HE BF FHM HEC] Yoo HFon u" |||| |||| |||| ||I|
Foi7 Aol MRES 4T £ Slojo} Fu). o

B AT gtase] B4 ol &3ald o] 914 "|| |||| |||| |||| ||||
o AHV = @ ko] W2 MAES A4 9
3 el Z1Ee ALAAY. $AATE vEe
£ 2R 97 B4 QAT FEo T2 A4 H e LTI ] T U I
54 o g3 vhEs P9 5T 239 9 IAI |B|. ‘l I.D | E.|
oo A WhEE HUE AEAATH ALE A ) e ||“' I|| !

W AST & = W2y 125 upa o 28819}
l||| Illl |l|| |||| ||||
4]

.vlZEo| £3E 0|23 spax{a| ¢n2|E ¢ ‘
hh '|I' [h s I' hits
el o w7 $ul BFo) MALE Q) ’ ¥ !
Hetelw S 4 hEE goie F4 BE AT Ay ) I|'| Hje ||-| LT
o) FRomRE RelaL, $28 WAL YololA R AL
2 W5 ) Ao E s slolor $oh 28 34 I I |
o] 4ST F o} F4vt WA ¥R Ad4d A%, & z

Start Bar Stop Bar
(b)4ST 4%

A 28 el E B2 REL 7877} :Jl%j(rdndom)
Ak, vlAE i A Ay ek Faab gha) dA 18] 2.4ST vp=o] a9 A8
# 712718 2 Jdow T4so Atk wa, v
aEo By 94 T2 s AAAE B

Ag e adeg sHBe] el 9 ek el et CCD st 2ts 912 Af ol st4el 19y
o2 FoAvete vt g A4 g S@oll A ool GFE& FAA7)7] flste] AT
A FEHQ VL7 dnt A9l /1§ E FE) Hgoga o)At AL FAALt oK sE 9
A HR 1 7187) e s HApixeDE o] 8lo] 5] % (thresholding valu))® A" o= 73
Zlnoise) 2= ZHF3te] A AL, FrAd A28 of WiZAF A RES AEOE R4 Ostu
e YA FolM nn=e F/AN LHUEE ol & Mo Algstadoen (11, o)xg AxE 2Y 5(b)ol
st vpd= ol 49L& FE2F vt el X #4e SHEEN) 2AAAY
CCD 7biet& ol &3tel vpm=g A48 )& W Aol FH7 e BEE AFESE A5
hAel daElES 19 49 o] HAE, FrF ¥arel mpHE L RES WA o7 RE RaAlF)7] 9
71&719F F713Q A EE o] &3 upxn Jd F ate} @ ¥}
2 H A5 Ao pAAY ookt AL o AL g Bt o]xst® el 2y 69 3x3
g 30% 3| A 4ST =g As 345 19 59 Sobel A4t A Ab&-8ted EA}o} vpAE REOF F

807



SBT3k "98—4 Vol.23 No.4

AU FE 116-110

T

(a) 25 A= 34

(b) A 48T vt = 344

181 3.4ST s1129f 749 3h4

it g5
!
A
(Preprocessing)
!
Sobel DAHALE 0] & &
71&7) AR

F24 718718 8%
o] A 5
!
s3 dng 59
s 39

‘jounting e o]fg'ﬁ‘—}

e

(Decoding)

g ¥ 0 fgol wiEE upEe A4S 439 flow chart

808

(a) ¥h o}t

(by ol 4 g} A3}

(© T A8 ol ol %et )

3

) P i el

T8 5 shd Hel shg(eld 4Ei30K)



wmx/delel

CEEREERES EEFE S P UEE PELERE

aj a |a
a ap | &
a | 8 | a

(a) Notation

-1 0 1
2 0 2
1 0 1

(b) Sx
1 -2 1

0 ] 0

| 2 i
(c) Sy

D12 6. 718 7) AALS 9@ Sobel Bk}

#9 Bael A 2 08 ol A& o] &8y
A sk ot

Sx:(az 4‘22‘13 +a4)—(ao +237 +a(,) (1)
S, = (as +2as5 ta) —(ap +22a, +a)) (2)
0=1tan"'(S,/S,) (3)

olaf, 5, S,&= 1 62] Sobel V4F2E AHE3HA A
sbel xob y wake] 71&7) holnt.

Sobel A4tAZ A4tgt zt HAe] A zhwof
st WA A5EE FAHG ) 2g1W(histogram)g
Zam nrze A ZtEeA A E Ao Ae
7} Hujz ok A4 2 R A Mg e
z#ste Ho 73 ZxolA 2% Welel Rieg
HQ) 71&712 &8s o]l Yol We =g 7
HEL F26l3, 0|99 HHEEL mo| X 7
td AARELT FEHQ 71 €718 o] &3t

m'f”r

N e AN e

o

, TR npR e} F40 d o] F
1Y S(e)ell b U

—’1% F£317) A%t FRHA 7187
7t 3de -30xR 3]st A
2, upsiee] uhoie] s)Fale H450] 44
g 7t o g A3 e BA4L ol&start nEE
9 91-& template matchingolt} Fourier & 5¢f o
opst shadale] WY E ol&sld FET &£ AAW
[11], AAF Al 7bo] Wo] A Q¥ vk B AeoAs vlat
w7b AR e wildel slonR vt g
o7 WAl 7kA & Alo] (counting), LY 5(d)s} 7
o] npmz JAg A Ao HarAg WA F

2 &t ol 9k e counting WS v § ©EIHE

s

2oAE AR wEA g A 3E9 e 9
oo oA 8 HAolA W HRIt o] AE N
ol 4AE B e el nHE Aol Ostu %

mEE

& Ahgate) o)X gt maEg HSadr =
gAY L G A3 AA Al
gt ol shwe FesA vacish MR FeiE
s

¥ wpas og clow e nEE YHE IS
a}/ ﬂa}a] o] W upAriel E WEY upsin
& pRaelel Ao, Az 4o s pgow
Aret 2Eayel Yae 1y TAA Hal vhsh
7Zdol E M xd mu AAZ}E I 2, ol WR

L an
& 4ST 1z FT °l 7hg-u} - (track)e] 7 ‘1‘51
of ®ZalA WER PARG. % Wxy wAcg

T
oz SamaYe e Fobel el Bash
SERE R EL FEE L EE D
o AR 7 %HER wolxe] W] HFolu
slzEady HAE Batel viie] e 94

Il of
L.

O3 7 Eel R WAy viace aLad 34 5

809



B B eI i "98—4 Vol 23 Noo4

. st E A4 AJARS] T U MY

upsiE Q14 Al2¥)2 CCD 7hvl e, DSP&AHA 2
Hrel PC4860 2 LA H At} CCD 7}uﬂa}ol 3}
= 640x4800|™ CCD 4xteo] $AHAL 6.35x7.4mm

ol g #AE+ 0.0lmmo|r} upax °] o HA
0.4mmeoj v} A=z ¥ AeE 16mm o] 1 &
Zheetel 1A st 2} she v s Abolo] Hil A
£ 640mm (=16x0.4/0.01) o]t} s}Abx] )= C30
BAME AME-3he DSP Bo|x =8l wn PC486
S A Y AdE RE uReE s %=y A e
= A}

AL Ay g M7 E o) §8 dAT =Y 27
oA dAlston, $HER shvete] A aA
640mm ojUjo]y WU EZ 3014 5] A A7) A
AN AAE olFA7IM A skl vkal = 300dpi
YA ZUEE o] &3l s} vpsize] g
COI Ae A5 AH7] Asked Q¥ FAL S
9 R0 FAAAY FAE A4 T AR

7108 Aol tiste] o] Wy 4ST o} &
F3 125 upsiz o] 9148 e ahu).

V. Zxz o 2g

At A FaeEE A Asked v
Gt oA Algsldul 4ST 27t s 4%

TAA HAEATIL £ 0% F A0 4590
t}la}oq A4 Ag 29 8o e A el
4 3} Sobel AAALE AbEste] T A WErg
oL o)A 85t ARE 29 8ol vhepli At #A
AA e 2 dAE A4S St Al A,

Fa Y FAME vR=e FAF FRAQ %
71& ztE Fdo] dF EAEA W, vhR o o o A
151411 7] v°~71ﬁ e Hdol qpAA oz Fxsl

0% S99 S BE of AL, WA W iz
/b AHE $A YRS SANeld 295 19 9
of HERT FEHA /1971E o] g3 29 9

810

() e 5y

(b) T3A TR ol g e ol A sk A3}

B8 AT S QI E 4ST 0] sy Mg A
(3) A 7} 30%)

(b)e} 7to] o)A 3¢l 84S counting W& o] &3}
o 219 Nc)et frol v n o g FAE T
AR g 4 U)o upE s 0% o) 3]
e Aol el Rt Holl YA Fhe AlZ B
e & FA sl o R ) EE ).

* ¥Fxy 125 viReE 1A E7] st Fae
BRI vE 1A 82 7F 705 37 3 Aol of g 3h
**ﬂa] A#E 219 109 Jehf A FrFd 24
o] &-3te o] x|3}g Al 1% 10(b)E counting
WG ol &3l MR n g WA FE R
Aok &8 vns 9L TR 71&7) 9 &)
Pt dx 9F AN 21 AxE 219 1009 v+
e} wpaiz goof g vl wake] slAE
HE g 10} 72, el e TR = 2
Auk st wolxvt EAFE ¢ & At} ko=
= AR A zhnie] 9.Abel shadAe] ¢ A
el Goll ofgte] WAIG} A AEIH] HAF{S
ool XA A 28 10(e)9} 7ho] ol ZE A AAY

r‘J\M



wac/ee A AAH $AATE £ % wol 2 upmse] 4

(a) Ve 2

(b) F2A ] EAE o ga ol A5 A

(¢) FEF nfa= 99

T2 9. 55 IV 4ST =9 s Hel Az AH

T:80%)
% 9l
BEFE 9 350 528 WA /Y98t 83
7t 7 —30Q) Ao E wzy HW‘ R

28 AAZ 29 119 JeERAL 23 11HbYe A
X3l u}o} o] o] A3} 7 ol A Hrﬁk’ioﬂ e 4
& we APt £A5Av 218 11(c)9} 7] counting
WMo g nlAs JHg 58 5 Art

Alzee] AR FA8) et wE U B
Boll 4ST & 125 wpR =g} #2425 Ay ste oht g

ZHe 2 FAM JEAD Aol Wt A
4ST <} 125 vpA Eofl t) 3t zhzh 5003 P zm
4ST FE+= 99%9] 1A &L 125 vfEZ =& 98% 9] ©
AES A4S F AU £ Az HEo) “}iE
o] 1A 8ol Y& FEFL gPATH FAT 2204
ole] H% ¥ AHerror checking character)& vl =9
F7h2 st Belo) shsstnz AL 27}
AN g Ao ddE) 4]

DSP HES o]£5}a] 4 ST Z=7} QMW sh}9)
THES MY3ted 08627 A4 HAoH, 2 WA
Aol 5 A g A 7he $-x}3u) o) 9
PEHE B 1R o My AL SHEY &

T Meld 84 EHE | Hz o] HE £2& BEA7Y
[10]. SADE Mgl A7He o= 82de] &5 0.04%,
o] x/3} % Sobel AAAIE 71871 & Alakshe d 0.5
wR= g9 & 8 3o 0.22%, z‘fﬂi % of
A 0127} 2889 t) Sobel GAkxte] AAF So] Ak
o] AFgt Alzke] A Q5B R Look-up table (LUT)
=8 ol &3 A A F=E dE2AE 4 Yo
[12]. olek A, A Al8-sl= C30 ZRAA i
C80 ZZAME A42td DSP HE g AH&3d A
£ 8 F0E S 4= YUk

B oA A At G Ee HE vFs=g &
AE o] &3l nparol JoAg FHEHUFE Mo
obyl 2z wpatrie] Aol A8 F Yok 3F
ol §-a)=tolA] Abg-Ete S
AP g #Hge T BAS % T e, &
3 24 23000 olako) UA AN RS AP Aety
B, ko]l "‘/‘@ WY upIns} Fol MR
8 AR 97
7] $59 1 Hz

= 3
A FAYoE SRR ¥

Zx8 npzre] A

b

FUO
z
Nlo r

& Aol
V.28 B
2 AelM mpRze] 543 ged s 7
Mg ol &ata] glole XS WAoo R oA Fgol
HEHEY uRE g g FET 1Yt X
2158 Aetatil A3 st At Sobel AN AE o] &35}
o Athd FrAHQ 7))L 9 wiaEe] s} 57



Gk B S 15 HR B oLk 98— 4 Vol.23 No. 4

() Fxl vhai ol

: 0 '
121 41 61 81 10 12 i 1 21 41 61 81 10 12
11 : 11

(d) MpaE odele) &) g (e) o A ghAl 2] B e 1

2l 10, % 8y d 125 npare] sk xje] ZaHE Rz (70%)

812



w/dde HAo JAE SHAFE F R Fol W2y vR=g Y

(@) gl obd

\

_l‘L] H}— YA (“:3] (}1x

(¢) 74

o

Oz, E ARy RS uase] s Al a3 Azt
1 =30

5)

Hog WA AAHE EYL o4l Yol
7t g HAE vIE 49e F2% 5 UAJH B
Fet 73S0l thsted st A 98% oo I E
& AL UANen, FHEG M AL 08627}
22990 FF SAHASTANA Fa o] W vl
ez HEE Ao dgEHER, B el At

—

. Verbeke V., “Extension use of United States Postal
Service barcodes”, J. of Agricultural & Food Infor-
mation, Vol.1(3), pp.13-23, 1993.

2. Designing Letter Mail, U.S.P.S. Publication 25,

Aug., 1995.

3. Canada Post’s 4 State Barcode Symbology, Canada
Post Corp., Dec., 1995.

4. Canada Postal Standards Manual, 6" ed., Doc. 1D
1 T575001, Aug., 1995.

5. Richard G., Richardson V., “Barcode location and
recognilion processing system”, U.S. Patent 5073954,
1989.

6. Ralph R., Jay G., “Reading barcodes with a wide
laser beam”, EP 0 589 361 Al, 1994.

7. Jain A.K., Chen Y., “Barcode localization using
texture analysis”, Proc. of 2nd Int. Conf. on Docu-
menl Analysis and Recognition, pp.41-44, 1993.

8. Jain A.K., Chen Y., “Address block location using
color and texture analysis”, CVGIP:Image Unde-
rstanding, Vol.60(2), pp.170-190, 1994.

9. Amin R., Barrett M., Jones K., “Development of a
prototype advanced postal code-mark reader pro-
cessor system”, Proc. of 4th Int. Conf. on
Image Processing and Its Applications, pp.522-525,
1992.

10. 3 E, °148), AdF, “SUE A5 A g 9
g AR AA AT A¢”, ETRI A7 KA,
1996.

I1. Haralick R.M., Shapiro L.G., Computer and
Robot Vision, Addison-Wesley Pub., 1992.

12. 284, Y& DSPE o] &% ME & ¢F

o] AAZE ¥, g ngred MAsel e,

1997.

813



GERA R ER A 984 Vol.23 No 4

Z 8 £(H. S. Kim) 439

19559 79 64 A

199003 29 o Fal AL
&t aH(o] 3 AL

199611 $9:& st ARFA
AkstaH(e] 8H 4 A

1978 39~ A A AHEA
dr9 ARIFTEHA
A A7 s

WF A Eob:DB, #A1A B utaie e

of 2+ 3|(K. H. Lee) R

199413 29 : 8=t 3k7 &9, 7]
A& 8 (F AL

19963 2932879, 2
3 9 AdAEsta
(&84 A

1996'd 3Y~3 A : =3} @
g, AEE 9 AA
F-shah WAL

1997 29~QAA A ATH A2 EFNI T L

REAN1IE
MEHA RO A, 3RS T

814

7 & =(C.D. Yoo) A 89
195613 79 23U A
1980 29 Mg 71AA
A &3 8t Ah
1982'd 29 @53} 87)1& 9, 7
A 3 83T A AD
19903 129 :0hio FHo| 3},
ST IF D
1992 29~ A @= #8724, 71438, 2aF
Aok 3R Ass AA AL F



