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A Cross-Cultural Comparative Study on the
Evaluation Indices of Apartment Housing
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Abstract

Recent mass construction of high-rise apartments across the country are questionable whether this
housing type is appropriate for Korean families as one of housing alternatives. Therefore, cross-cultural
analysis is needed for the evaluation of high-rise apartment living. The purpose of this study is to
identify factors related to the evaluation of residential satisfaction, and to examine the differences of
satisfaction between Korean and American high-rise resident groups on these factors and personal
characteristics. The review of literature and factor analysis identified six important environmental factors.
413 subjects were selected from the major two resident groups in major U.S. cities, and Seoul, Korea.
An examination by major factors indicated that five except for neighborhood environmental qualities
were significant relationship. It was also found that personal characteristics of these two groups were
significantly different. Multiple-regression analysis found that both physical quality of dwelling unit and
management/maintenance were important predictors of residential satisfaction.
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