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A Study on Living Arrangement Type of the Elderly

- Focused on Seo-San Area in Choong-Nam Province -
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Abstract

This study has been performed to analyze living arrangement in later life. In this study, 276 Koreans
aged 60 or more were interviewed for their current household structure. The results are drawn as
follows: 1.0f all the housecholds with at least one person aged 60 or more, those living in three
generations account for the largest proportion, 39.9 percent. For the regional difference, the rate was
slightly higher in urban areas than in rural areas. 2. 48.7% of the subjects living in owned homes were
houscholds with elderly only, but only 23% of those living in rented homes are elderly only. Qverall,
the rate of elderly-only households becomes the highest for those living in owned single structure
homes. This result indicates that the elderly with higher economic status are more likely to live without
children than others. 3. As for birth order, those who grew up as the first child are most likely to live
in elderly-only households, while others are in three generation homes. 4. The elderly with few children
are more likely to live independently than those with many children, not because they are without
dependable children, but because spend less resource for childbearing and therefore are more
independent. 5.0verall in this study, it is supported that socioeconomic status and independability are
more influential factors on living arrangement of the elderly than regional or emotional factors.
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