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ABSTRACT

It is essential to get full social supports of our national parks for the
achievement of long-term goals of our national parks. Thus the main objective
of this paper is to identify major perception types of interest groups of our
national parks. The research method is greatly indebted to Hofer(1987). Two
stages of questionnaire surveys were carried out to identify perception types
related to national parks and the statistical analysis of perception types.The
findings of this study are as follows. First, eight types of perception on
national parks were selected through the statistical analysis of ten
preliminary perception types; nature preservation, appreciation of scenic
beauty, culture, recreation, research, education, ethics, and economy. Second,
three or four phrases relevant to eight perception types were identified.
Third, it could be concluded that perception types identified through this
research are significantly different from those commonly perceived on national
parks and natural landscapes in western countries.
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