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abstract

The Regional Characteristics of Overseas Koreans

Sung-Ho Chung

Therc are about 5, 300, 000 overscas Korecans in the world. This is about
11. 8 percent of the total population of the Korean peninsular. They reside in
more than one hundred nations. This exodus occurred due to f{orced
emigration, escape from oppressive regimes, and economic opportunity. Most
of them are living in the four regions, that is, China, Japan, America, and
Central \sia.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the pattern of Korean migration to
overseas and to compare the life stvie of overseas Korcans. The data are taken
from a sample survey, which was conducted in China, Japan, America, and
Central Asia. A total of 300 respondents were interviewed in cach country.

The result shows that there are some dillerences in the lives of overseas
Koreans. For example, the Koreans in Central Asia mav have suffered the
greatest hardship. the similar case was found in the Koreans in China. By
contrast, the issue of ethnic conflict becomes the most serious problem in the
Koreans in Japan. This study also shows manv aspects of common Korean
heritage, that is, hard work, diligence, and high level of education. In
addition, the study indicates that overseas Korcans are trving to retain Korean

traditional values and relationships in their families.



