%) Journal of the Korean Society
of Clothing and Textiles
Vol. 22, No. 6 (1998) p. 716~724

Hubx o) A3 7 EA o AT

= X =R & H
sToga 2%

A Study on the Care Labels of Blue Jeans
Ji Myung Hong * Hye Won Shin

Dept. of Home Economics Education, Dongguk University

(1998. 4. 16 )
Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the washing methods specified on care labels of
blue jeans and to examine the appropriateness of the specification. In the study, the present
condition of care labels on 100% cotton blue jeans was investigated and the consumers’
washing methods of blue jeans were surveyed. Also, the shrinkage of blue jeans after washing
was measured. The major results were as follows:

1. In spite of the fact that same materials of 100% cotton denim were used in all cases,
washing signs on care labels showed very differently and the symbols of hand wash, using
light duty detergent, no wring, drying in shade, and warm ironing with a covering cloth were
seemed to be unsuitable. It means that manufacturers stick careless unsuitable care labels
demanding too high level of care for the protection of blue jeans. -

2. Almost all consumers didn’t follow instructions proposed on care labels because they
didn’t anticipate problem. In reality, most consumers washed blue jeans by machine in cold
water with heavy duty detergent at standard course, dried under the sun, and didn't iron. The
40.8% of consumers didn't have problems even if they didn’t follow instructions. Most
problems happened after washing were shrinkage in length, but in shrinkage test after 15
tirnes washings, it was found that there was no serious shrinkage problem.

3. For ideal care of blue jean, it is necessary for manufacturers to recognize the importance
of care label and to stick correct appropriate care label. Also, consumers have to trust and

follow instructions on care label.

Key words: blue jeans, care label, washing method, shrinkage, appropriateness; v}z, #HZF4 F
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Fig. 1. Effect of washing on the shrinkage of blue
jeans.
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