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Cross-sociocultural Comparison of Cognition to Environmental Issues in
Countryside with Special Reference to UK and Korea
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ABSTRACT

This research is concerned with a comparative cognition of environmental issues in the countryside
between socio-cultural groups. Environmental issues have been confined to litter, soil, sewage, wild life,
noise, landscape, air, housing development, waste land and pesticides. Socio-cultural groups consisted of
urban and countryside people who live in Korea and UK. The method of this study depended upon a

standard questionnaire with a semantic scale. The cognition of Korean and British people are
| significantly different in every respect(p = .0001)except air issues. There is a significant similarity
‘between Korean groups in 10 environmental issues(p ) .03). Both Korean groups have generally
recognized that their countryside environment has faced serious problems to be solved while British
groups have not recognized serious problems in their countryside compared to the Korean groups. To
both Korean and British groups the most worrying amongst the 10 environmental issues is the litter
problem, In particular, there is a significant difference between British groups in soils(p = .0001),
wildlife(p = .0009), air(p = .0001) and waste land(p = .0027). The existing policies for countryside
environment in Korea should be completely reconsidered and in Britain policies towards soils, wild life,
air and waste land need to be reviewed. From the results it can be seen that cognition to countryside

environment undergoes more cultural influences rather than social ones.
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