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Spatial Delineation of Planning Unit for Rural Village Improvement
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* Department of Community Development, Hyupsung University
* * Institute of Agricultural Sciences & Development, Seoul National University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study is to identify a basic spatial unit for rural village redevelopment plan, An
ideal spatial unit need to satisfy three basic premises: to be homogeneous as rural community, to be
appropriate to implement the project, and to be compatible with regional planning systems. A spatial
unit could, empirically, be defined based on the homogeneity at first, and then appropriateness and
compatibility could be used to adjust its boundary.

Mitan-Myun(13 villages), Pyungchang County, Dochuck-Myun(15 villages), Kwangju County, and
Chuksan-Myun(28 villages), Kimje City in Korea were selected as case study areas. The degree of
interrelationship between all possible pairs in each Myun was measured using spatial, socio-cultural, and
economic indicators. Multidimensional Scaling(MDS) was used to identify a homogeneous spatial unit, and
then indicators representing appropriateness and compatibility were used to adjust the identified
boundary,

New districts which have two or three villages were suggested as a reasonable spatial unit for rural
village redevelopment, and its boundary roughly overlaps with Bup-Jeong-Ri((EE®: a legally defined
village).
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