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Video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery has recently evolved as an alternative to thoracotomy

for several thoracic disorders.

Today it is viewed as a sparing and safe alternative to
thoracotomy for a wide spectrum of indication.

Using video-assisted operative thoracoscopy, we operated on 33 patients during the 2 years
of our experience from June 1993 to June 1995. They were diagnosed as recurrent
pneumothorax in 16, visible bulla on X-ray in 6, prolonged air leakage(longer than 7days) in
4, bilataral pneumothorax in 3, hyperhidrosis in 2, previous contralateral pneumothorax in 1,

primary hemopneumothorax 1.

The average duration of chest tube placement was 2.1+0.4 days. The mean postoperative
hospital stay was 3.4%0.6 days. The complication was persistent air leakage(longer than 48

hours) in 3 case.

Video-assisted thoracic surgery is safe, decreased pain, and shortens hospital stay.
(Korean J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 1998;31:513-8)
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Fig. 1. Age & Sex
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Table 1. Indication for VATS

Recurrence 16
Visible Bulla on X-ray 6
Prolonged air leak > 7 days 4
Bilateral 3
Hyperhidrosis 2
Previous contralateral 1
Primary hemopneumothorax 1

Total 33

VATS : Video assisted thoracoscopic surgery

Table 2. Etiologic classification

Primary Spontaneous Pneumothorax 24
Secondary Spontaneous Pneumothorax
Hyperhidrosis

Primary hemopneumothorax

Total 33

Table 3. Analgesic requirement (days)

1 Days 6
2 Days 22
3 Days 2
4 Days 2
5 Days 1
Total 33

xl**—M 2719 #& 43, FEA 71F 39, dFe] 28e
RAcKTable 1). ¥]t} 2 %ﬂz-;’ F¢9 q}rﬂ 22 48770l A
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None 0
Mild 18
Moderate 10
Severe 5
Total 33

Table 5. Symptoms

Chest pain 26
Dyspnea 18
Dyspnea on exercse 14
Cough 3
Total 33

Table 6. Duration of chest tube indwelling & hospital stay

Chest tube indwelling 2.1%04

Hospital stay 3.4%+0.6
Table 7. Thoracoscopic procedures

Wedge resection/bullectomy 34

Mechanical & chemical pleurodesis 34

Hemostasis 1

Sympathectomy

Table 8. Location on bullae or blebs

Right upper lobe 13

middLe lobe 1
lower lobe 0
Left upper lobe 21
lower lobe 1
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