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< Abstract >

The purpose of this study was to explore social support in childhood and early adolescence. The research
was based on the social convoy model(Kahn and Antonucci, 1980). The data were collected from
questionnaires completed by 656 elementary school children(2nd and 5th grade) and the middle school
children(2nd grade) in rural and urban area. The statistical methods adopted for data analyses were
frequencies, mean, standard deviation, T-test, One-way ANOVA, Schefté -test, Two-way ANOVA, and
correlation coefficient.

Children received more support from parents and friends in convoy function of social support. Convoy
size of social support increased with age. Rural children had larger convoy size in the inner circle, and smaller
convoy size in the middle circle than urban children did.
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