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Abstract

A Study of Predicting the Degree of Donors” Philanthropic Effort
in Nonprofit Social Welfare Arena

Kang, Chul Hee

The primary objectives of this research is to identify (1) demographic and behavioral
characteristics of donors for social welfare organizations in Korea and (2) factors that predicts
the degrees of donors’ philanthropic effort measured by the fraction of personal income
given to these organizations. This study uses the data based on the responses of 191
participants among 500 donors selected randomly from the donor population of 5 major
social welfare organizations. In the demographic aspect, this study showed that donors have
higher frequencies in college education, Christianity, married status, age of 30s & 40s, and
middle class. In the behavioral aspect, this study showed that donors have higher
frequencies in inner motivation for philanthropic participation (“joy of giving"), satisfaction
about the activities of social welfare organizations, trust toward funds administration of
social welfare organizations, and active participation ("solicitation to others”) about donation.
This study also showed that donor's duration is distributed around 3 years (median) and
donors’ donation amount is distributed around 20,000 Won (median). This study found that
the median value of donors’ philanthropic effort is 1.2 percent and the distribution of
-phjlanthropic effort by income has the U shape. Finally, using polynomial regression
analysis, this study found that the first power and second power of donor’s income, age,
continuation motivation of donation, and degree of active participation are statistically
significant in predicting the degree of donors’ philanthropic effort. This study will contribute
to expanding knowledge about donors’ characteristics and provide a practical implication for

financial resource mobilization strategies in nonprofit nongovernmental sector.
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