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ABSTRACT

The Preventive Measures On Terrorism Against Overseas
Korean Businessmen(A view of recent ethnic minority separation

movement).
By Choi, Yoon Soo

This study concerns possible measures to prevent separatists’ terrorist
acts against overseas Korean businessmen.

Of late, many Korean enterprises are helping a number of foreign
countries develop their economy, by building factories and manning regional
offices in those countries. But recent development of terrorism especially
-against Korean businessmen is alarming.

This report discusses the need for Korean enterprises heading overseas to
prepare themselves with awareness of terrorism and possible protective
measures against it, besides their routine pursuance of profits; and for the
government and prospective enterprises to refrain from investing in those
countries having active separatist movements. If an investment has become
inevitable, a careful survey of the region in conflict should be conducted
and self-protective measures should be put in place through security
information exchange, emergency coordination and training of personnel, etc.
This study will first review the past terrorist incidents involving employees
of overseas Korean enterprises, and then will focuss on seeking effective
measures on the basis of the reported incidents.

In carrying out the study, related literature from both home and abroad
have been used along with the preliminary materials reported and known on
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the Internet from recent incidents.

1. The separatist movements of minority groups
Lately, minority separatist groups are increasingly resorting to terrorism
to draw international attention with the political aim of gaining extended

self rule or independence.

2. The state of terrorism against overseas Korean enterprises
and Koreans
Korean enterprises are now operating businesses, and having their own
personnel stationed, in 85 countries including those in South East Asia
and Middle East regions. In Sri Lanka, where a Korean enterprise
recently became a target of terrorist bombing, there are 75 business
firms from Korea and some 700 Korean employees are stationed as of
August 1996. A total of 19 different terrorist incidents have taken place

against Koreans abroad since 1990.

3. Terrorism preventive measures
Terrorism preventive measures are discussed in two ways: measures by
the government and by the enterprises.
4 Measures by the government
- Possible measures at governmental level can include collection and
dissemination of terrorist activity information. Emphasis should be
given to the information on North Korean activities in particular.
4 Measures by individual enterprises
- Organizational security plan must be established by individual
enterprises and there should also be an increase of security budget.

A reason for reluctant effort toward positive security plan is the
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perception that the security budget is not immediately linked to an
increment of profit gain. Ensuring safety for overseas personnel is
a fundamental obligation of an enterprise. Consultation and
information exchange on security plan, and an emergency support
system at a threat to security must be sought after and

implemented.

4. Conclusion

Today's terrorism varies widely depending on reasons and causes, and
its means has become increasingly informationalized and scientific as
well while its method is becoming more clandestine and violent. Terrorist
organizations are increasingly aiming at enterprises for acquisition of
budgets needed for their activities. Korean enterprises have extended
their business realm to foreign countries since 1970, exposing themselves
to terrorism. Enterprises and their employees, therefore, should establish
their own security measures on the one hand while the government must
provide general measures, on the other, for the protection of the life and
property of Korean residents abroad from terrorist attacks.

In this regard, set-up of a counter terrorist organization that coordinates
the efforts of government authorities in various levels in planning and
executing counter terrorist measures is desired.

Since 1965, when the hostile North Korea began to step up its terrorist
activities against South Koreans, there have been 7 different occasions of
assassination attempt on South Korean presidents and some 500 cases of
various Kidnappings and attempted kidnappings. North Korea, nervous
over the continued economic growth and social stabilization of South
Korea, is now concentrating its efforts in the destruction and
deterioration of the national power of South Korea for its earlier

realization of reunification by force.
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The possibility of North Korean terrorism can be divided into external
terrorist acts and internal terrorist acts depending on the nationality of
the terrorists it uses. The external terrorist acts include those committed
directly by North Korean agents in South Korea and abroad and those
committed by dissident Koreans, hired Korean residents, or international
professionals or independent international terrorists bought or instigated
by North Korea.

To protect the life and property of Korean enterprises and their
employees abroad from the threat of terrorism, the government’s
administrative support and the organizational efforts of enterprises should
necessarily be directed toward the planning of proper security measures
and training of employees.

Also, proper actions should be taken against possible terrorist acts
toward Korean business employees abroad as long as there are ongoing

hostilities from minority groups against their governments.



