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— Abstract—

A Grounded Theory Approach of
the Treatment Pattern
of Patients with Arthritis

Lee, Eun Ok* - Kang, Hyun Sook**
Lee, In Sook*** - Eun, Young****

The purpose of this study is to explore
the treatment pattern of treatment of
patients with arthritis, The grounded theory
approach methodology was used in this
study. The purposive sampling was conduc-
ted. 16 subjects who experienced RA, lived
in middle sized city in Korea, and all
women,

The results of this study were as follows :

1. The process of treatment was composed
of the stage of symptom experience and
the stage of sick role experience. The
naming of the symptom was conducted in
the stage of symptom experience through
the doctor shopping. The sick role experi-
ence was patterned by the choice of the
treatment mode.

2. The treatment modes were roughly
devided by western medicine and oriental
or ethnic medicine. Several factors which
affected the choice of the treatment
mode were patient’s economic state, edu-
cational level, religion, the acknow-

* Professor, Seoul National University, College of
Nursing

** Professor, Keoung Hee University, Department of
Nursing

*** Assistant Professor, Seoul National University, Col-
lege of Nursing

*++* Assistant Professor, GyeongSang National Univer-
sity, Department of Nursing
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ledgement of the cause of illness, dur-
ation of illness, lay referral system, the
relationship of medical staff, and the
acculturation of medical professionalism,
The key component of the decision of
the treatment was the level of the
acculturation of medical professionalism,
To enhance the acculturation of medical

professionalism, we have to provide the in-
formation of cause and the prognosis of the
disease to the patients and the variety of
comminication channel between medical
staff and patients, and we should under-
stand the medical culture according to the
ages, gender, locations in Korea,
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