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The man-made lake, Shihwa, was constructed in January, 1994 as a part of the 'development project
of the Shihwa area’. The lake area was a typical coastal ocean environment before the construction, but
after constructing the dikes to block the sea water inflow, the lake is in the process of becoming a
freshwater lake, and faces various ecological changes. Due to the polluted water inflow from the
neighboring industrial complex and Ansan city, many negative effects appear. In this group study we
conducted integrated ecosystem investigations of the lake Shihwa and the adjacent coastal area in order
to find out how the ecosystem is controlled by artificial changes of the lake environment. The results are
compiled in the following several articles of this issue: Park et al. (1997), Han ez al. (1997). Choi et al.
(1997), Park and Huh (1997), Ryu et al. (1997), Lee et al. (1997).
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Table 1. Summary of Construction of the Shihwa Dikes.

. Length Beginning of End of
Name of Dike [mg] Cognstruc%ion Construction
Tando Dike 853 Oct. 1987 Apr. 1988
Puldo Dike 290 Feb. 1988 Feb. 1988
Daesun Dike 327 May 1988 May 1988
1st Shihwa Dike 3,816 Apr. 1988 Dec. 1993
2st Shihwa Dike 7,390 Aug. 1989 Jan. 1994
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Fig. 1. The Lake Shihwa and location of the dikes.
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