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The Study on the Modulor as Harmonious
Measure by Le Corbusier

Lee Young Han
(Seoul National Polytechnic University, Professor)

Abstract

Le Corbusier had developed the Modulor replacing the Regulating Lines in the 1930’s and
1940's. The lines can not produce lyrical ideas or creational concept but make plastic dimension
pure only to keep in balance.

First, the Grid of Proportions was developed and then the Modulor 1. The Modulor originated
in one square, double square, the two golden means added or subtracted, the place of the right
angle, human dimension, the Fibonacci series and divided Red series and Blue series. He
developed the Modulor 2 for a reconciliation between the foot-and-inch system and the metre.

As Corbusier devoted himself to a social and industrial problem, he was sure that a
transcendental universality be in cosmos including a human being. His dream was to creat a
orderly and harmonious utopia. What intrinsic harmony between Cosmos, nature and a human
being be realized by mathematic order was the reason he binded himself to the proportion.
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