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A Study on the Traditional Houses of
North Korea(Il)

- Based on the Memories of Immigrants from North Korea -

Kang, Young-Hwan
(Professor, Ulsan University)

ABSTRACT

A study on the traditional houses of North Korea(I) have been published in 1996. This
paper is written to supplement the preceding paper. This paper aims at collecting new data
of traditional house in North Korea. But still being prohibited for the researchers of South
Korea to approach to the field, I had to depend on the memories and experiences of the
immigrants from North Korea who are now living in Kangwon and Incheon Province.
Through the questionnaire and drawings, they described vivid memory of their old houses. I
was able to add new data of 70 cases, which are significant and valuable as much as those
of the real field are.

Those data, including the exisiting data, are enough for me to analize statstically the
regional charateristics, the differnces among economical classes, and the periodical change. It
opens the way for verfying the existing theory. Regional charateristics of house in North
Korea can be described as followings:

a. Hamkyong-do ; Concentrating spaces into one building, Double-fold type plan, Including
‘cheongju-kan'space, Weak fences

b. Pyongan-do ; Concentrating spaces into two buildings, — shape buildings , Single-
fold type plan, Strong fence

c¢. Pyongannam-do to Myolak mountains; Concentraing spaces into two buildings,
-1, © shape buildings, Single-fold type plan, Strong fence

d. Southern area of Myolak mountains; Concentrating spaces into one building
© shape building, Single-fold type plan with wooden floor space
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