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— Abstract —

Key concept: Occupational Health Nursing Edu-

cation

Transition of Occupational Health
Nursing Education in Korea

Cho, Tong Ran* « June, Kyung Ja**

Kim, So Yeon™**

In December 1990, Occupational Safety and
Health Law was amended to reinforce employer’s
responsibilities on employees’ health and safety.
Among the amended law it was important to expand
the role of an occupational health nurse to the role of
an occupational health manager. An occupational
health manager should take charge of coordinating
periodic health examination and environmental haz-
ard evaluation, providing primary care, monitoring
employees’ health status, giving the workplace
walk —through, selecting safe protection equip-
ment, providing health information, counseling and
health education, independently. This position of oc-
cupational health nurse is equivalent to the role of
doctors or occupational hygienists,

In 1991, government made a master plan to pre-
vent occupational disease and injury. Under the
plan, Korea Industrial Nursing Association (KINA)
was established in 1994 with the purpose of improv-
ing health services and upgrading career op-

portunities for members,

* Industrial Safety Training Institute, KISCO
* Dept.of Nursing Soonchunhyang University
“* Research Institute of Occupational Health, KISCO
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Therefore, this study was designed to analyze the
transition of occupational health nursing education
with the changes of law and policy in Korea between
1991 and 1996.

In details, it was to analyze the rate of school pro-
viding occupational health nursing practice based
lecture, lecture hours, lecture contents in under-
graduate curriculum, program contents of graduate
school, kinds of continuing education, etc.

For this purpose, we conducted survey two times.
In February 1991, baseline study was conducted
with all nursing programs in Korea (19 BSN
programs and 43 nursing departments of junior col-
lege). From April to May in 1996, the second survey
was conducted with all nursing programs (38 BSN
programs and 69 junior colleges).

The first response rate was 66.1% and the second
was 40.6%. Structured questionnaires were mailed
to the deans or the community health nursing facul-
ties.

In the case of graduate school, telephone survey
was conducted with 10 school of public health or en-
vironmental health area. Data from the yearbook of
Industrial Safety Training Institute (ISTI), the his-
tory of Korea Industrial Health Association, and the
journals of KINA were also included in the analysis,

As the results, we found that there were remark-
able improvement in undergraduate and graduate
programs, obligatory as well as voluntary continuing
education in terms of occupational health nursing
expertise between 1991 and 1996.

1) The number of school providing occupational
health nursing practice —based lecture was
increased with the rate from 7.3% to 25.6%. The
rate of school giving over 15 class—hours was
increased from 33.3% to 46.6%.
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2) Content areas were composed of introduction of
occupational health, occupational epidemiology,
industrial hygiene, occupational disease and in-
jury, law and policy, health education, concept of
occupational health nursing, role of occupational
health nurse, occupational health nursing pro-
cess, etc, Of content areas, occupational health
nursing process was more emphasized with the
increased rate from 43.9% to 88.4%.

3) In the case of graduate school, occupational
health programs were increased from 4 to 10. One
of them has developed occupational health nurs-
ing program as an independent course since 1991,

4) The law increased educational hours from 28
hours to 36 hours for introductory course at the
time of appointment, and from 14 hours to 24
hours every 2 years for continuing education.
Course contents were Occupational safety and
health law, introduction of occupational health,
health education methodology, planning and
evaluation, periodic health exam, occupational
disease care, primary care, emergency care, man-
agement, industrial environment evaluation, etc,
In 1996, Korea Industrial Nursing Association has
begun to provide continuing education after In-
dustrial Safety Training Institute,

5) Various educational programs in voluntary base
were developed such as monthly seminar, CE
articles, annual academic symposium, etc.

It was shown that changes of law and policy led
rapid growth of occupational health nursing edu-
cation in various levels. From this trend, it is
expected that occupational health nurse expertise
be continuously to be enhanced in Korea. Legal and
political supports should proceed for the develop-
ment of occupational health nursing in early stage,





