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Synthesis of p-(Acetylamino)phenylacetic acid
As an Antirheumatic Agent
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Abstract—The efficient synthesis of p-(acetylamino)phenylacetic acid(7), a antirheumatic agent, is re-
ported. Methyl phenylacetate(3) was prepared from Friedel- Crafts reaction of benzene with methyl a-
chloro-a-(methylthio)acetate(l) followed by reductive desulfurization with zinc dust in acetic acid.
Compound(7) was obtained from 3 by a sequence of nitration, reduction, N-acylation, and hydrolysis.
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Al2F ¥ 712] ~ Stannic chloride ¥ zinc dustE-¢l
Alek2  Aldrich Chemical Co.9} Tokyokasei
Chemical Co. & A|F& AH3l9 L, &all= EFAIF
& AABA ¥ 1= o] 83giTh

&2 GallenkampAlY] A 54 2443
& AHSst e, R &4 sttt IR ~HEH L
Perkin-Elmer 1320 Spectrophotometer, MS 22!
E#-2 Hewlett Packard 5989 GC/MS Al&® 14
2 'H NMR 2#®£#& Hitachi FTI/NMR R-
1500(60 MHz)Spectrometer2 4o WREEE
A2 tetramethylsilane2 AH&-3Hck TLCE sil-
ica gel 60 Fu(E. Merck)®] A= (0.2 mm)&
o] 83431, TLCAXE: zp9jM 2 [, Aleko 2 3ho)
sict ZEazulEggss silica gel(Kieselgel
60, 70~230 mesh, E. Merck) & AH-3tgdct.

Methyl o-(methylthio)phenylacetate(2) - 2275
% A&oA FFFE(1, 1g. 6.47 mmole)e] WA(5
ml)-&ofl stannic chloride(1.68 g. 6.47 mmole)&
FAZIR S 71 F, 2 2204 30837 mwt
3t Whe- ol F/RF(10mDE £ 152 8
3T S BAGmIX2)R FEIVT. 77)
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58 1.07 g(84%)

IR(neat)em™ : 1720(CO)

'H NMR(CDCly) 8 : 2.07(s, 3H. SCH,), 3.74(s,
3H, COOCHS,), 4.51(s, 1H, CHCOO), 7.20~17.61
{m, 5H, aromatic H)

MS(m/z) : 196 (M"). 151, 137, 121, 91, 77, 45.
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mmole) 2} o} 6.9 ) 2425 mh)e EFYE
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713, A7) 2(10mDE I LA (10mNE &
FI188 A3 AAGAY Jdo2RE {7158
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F5& 0 1.07g(87%)

IR(neat)em™ : 1720(CO)

'H NMR(CDCly)8 : 3.62(s, 2H, CH,CO0), 3.68
(s, 3H, COOCHS,), 7.29(s. 5H, aromatic H).

Methyl p-nitrophenylacetate(d) — 10°ColN  65%
HAG mDH " FHEmDY Eabol HPES,
3.14 g. 21 mmole)& A3} YAt} ojuw} Ejtofe) &
£E 10°Col3t2 frR|atAA Algate] 24175k wnt
et e s LB (25 mDY B, FEE¥E
(20 mIx2) 0.2 FE34t. F&59& ¥3} NaHCO;4
FHo g FAo] I 71A] MAF F A 3 2 F
22 A}k 77158 59 MgSO,2 Axsta, 7%t
FEHACY AREDL B AZvtE (AL
n-Fal/zAdE =4/1) 2 AA thg, dojd EAe
ligroin® 2 AqAARste] A 94 2-g AYch

5§ 3.5g(86%)

&3 1 53~55°C(FEA" 54°C)

IR(KBr)em™ 8 : 1720(CO), 1510 and 1340(NO)

'H NMR(CDCIy) : 3.73(s, 5H. CH,COOCHS,).
7.46(d, 2H, J=8.8 Hz, aromatic H), 8.20(d, 2H,
J=8.8 Hz, aromatic H).

Methyl p-aminophenylacetate(5) — 3}13H2(4. 656
mg, 3.36 mmole), oFAE(720mg)E CaCly(370
mg)9] 78% AN&(25 ml)EHE 4N 7HESH 71E B
FAIZC A 2oz WA, F718S o
FAAG F AL 7t S35 dojF el B

AEA(N0mIx2) o2 F23%
& H4 MgSO.2 Axstn, 71EZ3a
REAS B 20T (AL - n-Hal/
e =1/1)Z A3l 1@z F4 0 A4E3
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FE5E 348 mg(63%)

IR(neat)em™ & : 3430 and 3350(NH), 1710(CO)

'H NMR(CDCly) : 3.14(s, 2H, NH,), 3.50(s, 2H.,
CH,COOCHS,), 3.67(s. 3H. CHCOOCHS,), 6.63 (4,
2H. J=8.8 Hz, aromatic H). 7.07(d, 2H, J=88
Hz, aromatic H)

MS(m/z) : 165 (M*], 132, 120, 106, 77, 53. 39.

Methyl p-(acetylamino)phenylacetate(6) — 4-29]
A 5 (5, 308 mg, 1.87 mmole) 2} WA (5 m) &
o Z4AHEE(190 mg, 1.87 mmole)L 7131, 5
oA 4087 uwksigict. wedg st w23
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4 1 100~101°C

IR(KBr)em™ : 3400~ 2800(NH, OH), 1715(CO)

'H NMR(CDCly)8: 2.14(s, 3H, CH.CO), 3.58
(s, 2H, CH,COOCH,), 3.69(s, 3H, CH, COOCH,).
7.05~7.60(m, 4H, aromatic H), 941 (br s, 1H,
NH)

MS(m/z) - 207 (M), 165, 148, 132, 106, 78, 43.

p-(Acetylamino)phenylacetic acid(7) - 3}3HE(6,
230mg. 1.11 mmole), KOH(311 mg), EdmhH¥
Her2 (4 m)) e EFAE A4 207 7HE<E wRkst
At ghgdo] E(5m)E R F3udA (10 mhH 2o
Z Adeigrt. Belgt $3o A dibs 78t o
pH 12 28§ F JdHZ(10 mI X 2)E FE3IHT}. F
Z9S 4 MgSO.2 Azxsly, AYsEed g
ZHALZ acetonitrileZ A AAd ] WA A8 AT

F5E 170 mg(79%)

$4 1 172~ 173°C(EHA® 173~175°C)

IR(KBr)em™ : 3400~ 2600(NH, OH), 1690(CO).
1590(C0O)

'H NMR(CDCly)$8: 2.12(s. 3H, CH;CO), 3.54
(s, 2H, CH,COOH), 7.20(d, 2H, J=8.2 Hz, aro-
matic H), 7.50(d, 2H, J=8.2 Hz, aromatic H),
9.48(br s, 1H, NH), 10.32(br s, 1H, COOH).

F- U et

Methy! a-chloro-o~(methylthio)acetate(1)
A5 wrgol weld FASATY Aol E Sl
trioctylmethylammonium chloride z}3lejl A
methyl mercaptan sodium salt®} methyl bromo-
acetate2 % E ¥o}F methyl a-(methylthio)ace-
tateoll N-chlorosuccinimide® 7}8ted ZA)atgict,

Friedel-Crafts %3l 93t methyl o-(me-
thylthio)phenylacetate(2)®} ¥4 °2M, stannic
chlorideZA3l Y] WA chloridestdE (DS
A&oA 3087 2uHE2 24 monoalkylation®] ¥
ot SIRE(DE 84%9 582 Ak oluf Le-

wis acidE 1/233012 HeAHE 4= AE4EQ)
o] F5&0] HytoldlE Ao, £ ko=
Y 2o a7t e gS o 5 JUATH

Methyl phenylacetate(3)2 332(2)9] oI &2

I Zrel EYAT TFET BRI A0 EA

B Foletuto] AP 3& 87%Y F5E2 BN
tt. 'H NMR 2#E# | 9Ja}d, = (2)o)A 2o
Z 5 2.07 ppm<] methylthio”] 22} methyl pro-
ton 339} 3 4.51 ppm<] methine proton 3|27t &
5 435, a1 gile 3§E2(3)9AE= methylene
proton®] 2HE #Fsk= 37} § 3.62 ppmolA
12125 ¢=3

ALEZ (3ol i YEZShEo2A Fita »
#apite] TS Aoz 228 4 g %
Bo| gojg =, 'H NMR A" e ofatad 1 2%
v o e =2g/9H1/10)010t. o EFEL lig-
roin® 2 AR &5 g2} 28 BdE(49)7) 86%
9 +EGE Ao}t £ 'H NMR 29 E3] o) =
A, 4H¥-9) U3FE proton A7) 7.46 L 8.20 ppm
oAlA 2zt J=8.8 Hz& YEt7]ol] HA o= se} A
R EY] EA=HAD.

YEZIRE(4)E ofdEY 2 CaCl9 dee=z
x2lsled AAE methyl p-aminophenylacetate(5)
o] widlgdo TS FLAAA methyl p-
(acetylamino)phenylacetate(6)& 93%9 +5&=%
gAdstdct.
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wE HFT SHAGE(DY oA, AN <
20775 wuks #3lE gvlE] AeRale] 2o
2RE 79%9 FEEE RME(7)S 2ot

I3 34 & Scheme 110 tebdc), 2 Aoy 4
48 FFE(2~7N9 == §3. IR, 'H NMR,
MassT o258 ZA & FAH3Ach

%7¢ 313HE<] ethyl p-aminophenylacetate® Q=
Mitsubishi*te] A& dwmw, WA acetyl
chloride® £¥¢E32 3} acylation ¥ Willgerodt-
Kindlerdh-g-3 71428258 phenylacetic acid®)
A4, e nee g YEZshke- 9 #9dula o
2H 238 AXE 69 Ay A4S 278k gt

a2 B YL 4OAE ARE SE(5)E
4E T U719, el AP EG wFH L 20A o
ZAZeM, £3 dutyo g whgxo] L343tHA

J. Pharm. Soc. Korea



FIEE B4 p-(oAEobu] ) B Yo E o] HA 483

O+ ohoon = Dyl
1

2

HNO

L oo 2
4

3

oQN—O-CHzOOQCHs -CES—OH—»HZN-O-GHZOOZCHS

{CHCO).0 oH
—_— CHsCOHN-O-cnzcozcm
6
CH;,OOHN‘O'CHchOH 7 -
Scheme I1.

TE&0] FAHAUCH doz SFHE(T)0A ofu|=7]
7|9} oM EALZ|E alkanoic acid groupo 2
HEA freAje) 2o Audd BAlE A4HA

AT ABF B ool

lo

g #

1) Roth, H. J. and Kleeman, A.: Pharmaceutical

Vol. 41. No. 4. 1997

Chemistry(Drug Synthesis), Vol. 1, John-Wiley
& Sons, Ltd.. New York, pp. 88 (1988).

2) Choi, H. D., Geum, D. H., Kowak, Y. S. and
Son, B. W. : Synthesis of 2-(2-fluorenyl)pro-
panoic acid. Arch. Pharm. Res. 17, 17 (1994).

3) Choi, H. D.. Kowak. Y. 8., Geum. D. H. and Son,
B. W. : Synthesis of 2-aryl-5-benzoxzolepropionic
acid derivatives as antiinflammatory agent. Yak-
hak Hoeji 38, 504 (1994).

4) Chei, H. D., Shin, S. H. and Son, B. W. : Syn-
thesis of 4~(2-thiazolyloxy)phenylalkanoic acids
as an antiinflammatory agent. Arch. Pharm. Res.
19, 148 (1996).

5) Mitsubishi Chem. Ind. Co., Ltd.(Japan)and Nip-
pon Shinyaku Co., Ltd.(Japan) : p~(Acetylamino)
phenylacetic acid. Drugs, Fur. 14, 759 (1989).

6) Mitsubishi Chem. Ind. Co., Ltd.(Japan)and
Nippon Shinyaku Co., Ltd.(Japan) : Actarit
(MS-932). Drugs, Fur. 16, 752 (1991).

7) Buckingham, J, and Donaghy, S. M. : Dic-
tionary of Organic Compounds., Vol. 4, Chap-
mann and Hill, New York, p. 4270(1982).

8) Choi, H. D., Geum, D. H., Kowak, Y. S. and Son,
B. W. : Synthesis of 7-{p-(methylthio)benzoyl)-5-
benzenefuranacetic acid. Arch. Pharm. Res. 16, 343
(1993).



