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The Screening of the Inhibitory Compounds on
Tyrosinase Activity from the Natural Product

Seung-Ho Lee, Ji Soo Park, So Young Kim, Jin Joon Kim and See Ryun Chung
College of Pharmacy, Yeungnam University, Kyongsan 712-749, Korea

Abstract— Tyrosinase is known to acce'crate the melanin polymer biosynthesis in melanocyte. so tyro-
sinase inhibitors hinder the melanin polymer biosynthesis and are useful not only for the material
used in cosmetics as skin-whitening agents but also as the remedy for disturbances in pigmentation.
During our search for new melanin biosynthesis inhibitors from natural sources, 130 higher plants
were tested for the inhibitory effect against tyrosinase activity by the mushroom tyrosinase assay.
Among them, Carex humilis (ICs, 10 vg/ml), Sophora flavescence {ICs. 20~50 ug/ml) and Styrax japonica
(IC%, 10 g/ml) inhibited the tyrosinase activity strongly.

Keywords [ ] Tyrosinase inhibitor, melanin polymer. pigmentation, Carex humilis, Sophora flavescence,
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Table I-1— Inhibitory activities of solvent partitions of some higher plants on the tyrosinase in vitro

ICs (ug/ml!) Value®

No. Plants
C E W
1 AbA-E Carex humilis, Cyperaceae 200¢ 10 200¢
2 2 %% Evodia officinalis, Rutaceae 200¢ - -
3 =t Polygonatum lasianthum var. coreanum, Liliaceae 200¢ 200¢ 200€
4 B L E7E Trifolium pratense, Leguminosae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
5 ALAF T Acer tegmentosum, Aceraceae 200¢ 200¢ 200
6 AVE% Artemisia capillaris, Compositae 200< 200< 200<
7 Z+ 8 Gentiana uchiyama, Gentianaceae 20~50 20~50 -
8 A7MXHF Smilax sieboldii, Liliaceae 200¢ 200€ 200¢
9 Ele) Z Filipendula glaberrima, Rosaceae 200< 50~100  200€
10 B Morus alba, Moraceae 100 <10 200
11 NN ot Aconogonum divaricatum, Polygonaceae 200 100~200 200
12 BAIZT Acer ukurunduense, Aceraceae - 50~100 200¢
13 E -5 \\7 Ulmus davidiana for suberosa, Ulmaceae 200< - -
14 473F Cirsium japonicum, Compositae - 200K -
15 YA RS Paederia scandens var. velutina, Rubiaceae - - 200¢
16 Z20|%E Clinopodium chinense var. parviflorum_ Labiatae 200 - -
17 AU Al Sapium japonicum, Euphorbiaceae 200€ 100 -
18 =22 Clerodendron trichotomum, Verbenaceae 200¢ - -
19 - Cnidium officinale, Umbelliferae 100~200 200 -
20 Alo] Magnolia kobus. Magnoliaceae - 200€
21 )&} Gardenia jasminoides, Rubiaceae - 200< 200€
22 3}7] Astragalus memebranaceus, Leguminosae - 200K 200¢
23 W& Atractylodes japonica., Compositae - 200¢ -
24 72} Cyperus rotundus, Cyperaceae - 100¢ 200¢
25 W2-% Liriope platyphylla, Liliaceae - 200¢
26 @ Geranium thungergii, Geraniaceae 200< 100~200 200
27 3} Phellodendron amurense, Rutaceae 200¢ 20K 200€
28 @5 A Corydalis ternata, Papaveraceae 50~100  200¢ 200
29 2oty Paconia suffruticosa, Paeoniaceae 100~200 <10 200¢
30 83 Scutellaria baicalensis, Labiatae 200K 200¢ 200<
31 %8t Magnolia officinalis, Magnoliaceae 200€ 200< 200K
32 Sk Epimedium koreanum, Berberidaceae - 200€ 200K
33 X Q. Anemarrhena asphodeloides, Liliaceae 200¢ 200€ -
34 49 Gentiana scabra, Gentianaceae 200¢ 200< -
35 v} Gastrodia elata, Orchidaceae - - 200¢
36 AAVR} Crataegus pinnatifida, Rosaceae - 200< -
37 2144 Sophora flavescens, Leguminosae 200K 20~50 200
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Table I-1 — Continue

ICs (pg/ml) Value®

No. Plants

C E W
38 B2 Akebia quinata, Lardizabalaceae - - 200¢
39 Ak Cornus officinalis, Cornaceae 200€ 200¢ 200¢
40 25} Citrus unshiu, Rutaceae 200€ 200€ 200
41 v} Cimicifuga heracleifolia, Ranuculaceae 200K 200¢ 200
42 zZ+Z Pueraria thunbergiana, Leguminosae 200¢ 200¢ 200€
43 A3 Forsythia viridissima, Qleaceae 200 - -
4 S0} Schizandra chinensis, Schizandraceae - 200¢ 200¢
45 37 Angelica gigas, Umbelliferae - 200¢ 200€
46 815 Kalopanax pictus, Araliaceae 200< 200< -
47 A3 ¥ Acorus gramines, Araceae - - -
48 A)Z. Bupleurum falcatum, Umbelliferae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
49 1A Melia azedarach, Meliaceae 200 200¢ 200¢
50 274 Platycodon grandiflorum, Campanulaceae 200€ 200¢ 200K
51 AA Asiasarum sieboldii, Aristolochiaceae 200 200¢ 200<
52 W2} Angelica dahurica, Umbelliferae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
53 wt7) Sinomenium acutum, Menispermaceae 200<
54 Akz2Q) Zizyphus jujuba, Rhamnaceae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
55 B3 Smilax china, Liliaceae 200€ 200€ 200¢
56 A% Fagara mandschrica, Rutaceae 200¢ 200< 200
57 9-& Achyranthes japonica, Amaranthaceae 200< 200 -
58 T-71A} Lycicum chinense, Solanaceae 20K 200K 200¢
59 HEF Asparagus cochinchinensis, Liliaceae 200¢ 200€ 200¢
60 X} =} Plantago asiatica, Plantaginaceae - 200€ -
61 2 Perilla sikokiana, Labiatae - - -
62 Aok Dioscorea japonica, Dioscoreaceae 200¢ - 200¢
63 3.2 Pharbitis nil, Convolvulaceae 200¢ - -
64 Q1% = Leonurus sibiricus, Labiatae 200€ 200< 200
65 8t 2% Prunella vulgaris, Labiatae 200€ 200€ 200€
66 &3} Lonicera japonica, Caprifoliaceae 200¢ - 200K
67 22 Glycyrrhiza glabra, Leguminosae 20~50 20~50 2004
68 W 732 Bombyx mori, Bombycidae 200¢ 50~100 200¢€
69 w3 Erigeron canadensis, Compositae 200 200 200
70 2| z}ek Paeonia albiflora, Ranunculaceae 200 50 200¢
1 SA Cinnamomum cassia, Lauraceae 200 200¢ 200
72 A E Ambrosia artemisiifolia, Compositae 200¢€ 200¢ 200¢
73 thell Actinidia arguta, Actinidiaceae 200¢ 200¢ 200€
74 22.9] Trichosanthes kirilowii, Cucurbitaceae 200¢ 200¢ -
75 Sl Artemisia capillaris, Compositae - - 200
76 Hl s Morus alba, Moraceae 20~50 {10 20~50
71 S.MI&} Rhus chinensis, Anacardiaceae 200¢ 20~50 200¢
78 w82 Poria cocos, Polyporaceae - 200€ 200
79 & Coptis japonica, Ranumculaceae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
80 24 Poncirus trifoliata, Rutaceae - 200€ 200€
81 &=2. Polygonum multiflorum, Polygonaceae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
82 A3 o] Parthenocissus tricuspidata, Vitaceae - 200¢ 200¢
83 Zoln|E ] Chloranthus japonicus, Chloranthaceae - - 200¢
84 22 Styrax obassia, Styracaceae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
85 A2} Cassia obtusifolia, Leguminosae 200¢ 200¢ 200€
86 = BE-EA Impatiens noli-tangere. Balsaminaceae - 200< 200K
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Table 1-1 — Continue

ICs (ng/ml) Value®

No. Plants

C E W
87 DE 17 Sambucus williamsii, Caprifoliaceae - 200 200¢
88. Alﬂll,ycapusluaduss Labiatae 200¢ 200(—
89 A7 Lindera obtusiloba, Lauraceae 200¢ 200€ 200¢
90 A} $ Sanguisorba officinalis, Rosaceae 200 200 100~200
a1 N7\ EE Chelidonium majus, papaveraceae - 200< 200€
92 2ol 5 Rhamnus dahurica, Rhamnaceae 100~200 200< 200¢
93 2| Pueraria thunbergiana, Leguminosae - 200 200
94 NI F Corylus heterophylla var. japonica, Betulaceae - (100 -(200) 200¢
95 23 E&e]o} Scopolia japonica, Solanaceae 200€ 200< 200¢
9 A2} Cuscuta japonica, Convolvuraceae 200€ 200¢ 200K
97 $7Veld Eucalyptus globulus, Myrtaceae 200< 200¢ 200K
98 ©o}&} Clematis mandshurica, Ranunculaceae 200¢ 200¢ 200K
99 B} Rhus javanica, Anacardiaceae 200€ ~(50) 200K
100 23T Callicarpa japonica, Verbenaceae - 20~50 - (150
101 B2} Aconitum carmichaeli, Ranunculaceae 200¢ 20K 200K
102 2} B34 Fraxinus sieboldiana, QOleaceae 100 50 200€
103 AelVHF- Picrasma quassioides, Simaroubaceae 200¢ 200 200
104 Y] B Lindera erythrocarpa, Lauraceae 200K 200< 200<
105 AbgubE- Cornus kousa, Cornaceae 200¢ 50~100 200K
106 7V F Juglans mandshurica, Juglandaceae 200¢ 200¢ 200€
107 A }2] Medicago sativa, Leguminosae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
108 WL} Berchemia berchemiaefolin, Rhamnaceae 200K 200¢ 200€
109 v U2 Angelica decursiva, Umbelliferae 200€ 200¢ 200¢
110 =9+ Z Celastrus orbiculatus, Celastraceae - 200K -
111 I} Tilia amurensis, Tiliaceae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
112 LAV Cornus walteri, Cornaceae 200¢ 200K 200¢
113 22342 Lespedeza maximowiczii, Leguminosae 200< 100~200 200
114 53 Aristolochia manshuriensis, Aristolochiaceae - 200K 200¢
115 =2 Lathyrus davidii, Leguminosae 200< 200¢ 200¢
116 L7V Acanthopanax sessiliflorum, Araliaceae 200€ 200< <200
117 =3 Aralia continentalis, Araliaceae 200¢ 200< 200€
118 HFE Ledebouriella seseloides, Umbelliferae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
119 78 Ostericum koreanum, Umbelliferae 200< 200¢ 200¢
120 T2 Angellica tenuissima, Umbelliferae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
121 w32} Vitex rotundifolia, Verbenaceae 200¢ 200 200K
122 A& Calystegia soldanella, Convolvulaceae 200< 200¢ 200<
123 2 vl Prunus mume. Rosaceae 200€ - 200
124 ZE7 QU Boehmeria spicata, Urticaceae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
125 )| Farfugium japonicum, Compositae 210K 200€ 200¢
126 dgto]i Oenothera odorata, Onagraceae 200¢ 20(¢ 200¢
127 W) ZLH Styrax japonica, Styracaceae 200¢ 10 200¢
128 %3 Cornus controversa, Cornaceae 200¢ 100 200¢
129 -l Brassica campestris, Cruciferae 200¢ 200¢ 200¢
130 AP&AL Torilis japonica, Umbelliferae 200¢ 200 200<

*ICs values indicate theconcentration that inhibits the 50% of tyrosinase activity C: CH,Cl; layer, E: EtOAc lay-
er, W; water layer. **-": no reaction

2 B AT v ¢ 5t A E9E JeERRSIT 2
Q) &-H(Gentiana uchiyama)-& CH,Cl,, EtOAc 289

A HEH e AAERE ez oy $54%
) 8H(G. scabra) AXE 749 A& EhiA] Ya
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