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An Analysis of Occupations of Korean immigrants in Auckland,
New Zealand

Hongkey Yoon* - Seok-hoi Yim**
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Abstract : The main purpose of this study is to analyse and explain the occupational patterns of Korean
immigrants in Auckland, New Zealand, in order to understand how they are adapting to New Zealand society. We
analysed the Korean telephone directory from 1992 to 1996 and listings of Korean businesses in the biweekly
magazine ‘Korea Town' . The bulk of Korean immigration started in 1991 when the New Zealand government
opened up its immigration doors to non-Europeans. Clearly, recent Korean immigration has experienced exponential
growth. The range of Koreans' occupations has grown gradually compared to the growth of Korean immigration,
from about 20 different kinds of occupations in 1992 to 55 in 1997, In 1992, there were only 37 Korean businesses
listed, but in 1997, there are about 636 - a growth of over 1,600%. As we analysed all Korean businesses, we found
that almost all Korean businesses and occupations have not penetrated the host society economy but reflect typical
characteristics of ethnic businesses, in terms of capital, business operation, employees and customers being mainly
Korean. Korean businesses are concentrated in the City Centre and North Shore. The concentration in North Shore
reflects the concentration of Korean residents in this area, while Korean businesses in the City centre are mostly tourist
industriesltravel agencies, souvenir shops) and restaurants. The findings of this study closely reflect similar Western
studies on ethnic minority businesses. From this, we can conclude that Korean businesses at the moment reflect the
initial stage of Korean communities in New Zealand.

Key Words : New Zealand, Auckland, Host society, Korean immigrants, Ethnic businesses
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1992 - Number of Businesses
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1994 - Number of Businesses
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1995 - Number of Businesses
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4

Waitakere City
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1996 - Number of Businesses
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1996 - Real Estate
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1996 - Tourism
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