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Abstract : The objectives of this study were to research the power structure of the conjugal decision making
process between husbands and wives and how to go about analyzing these processes. Furthermore, to sta-
tistically survey the similarities the differences of these between the Japanese and Korean cultures.

The subjects of the study were women over the age of 20. The Korean wives resided in Taegu, the
Japanese wives in Kobe. The questionnaire destributed to these subjects was bi — lingual in both Korean and

Japanese.

The data results are as follows : The frequency of negotiation was highest when the wife conceived an
idealistic balance in the magnitude of authority and control between she and her husband. On average, those
wives who make decisions their husbands through negotiation do not have as high of a magnitude of control
and authority as their husbands. These women idealistically believe that a balance of magnitude and authority
exists between them and their husbands. On the other hand, in relationships where decisions are made
without negotiation, the magnitude of the wife's authority increases as she idealistically perceives herself as be-~

ing more powerful than her husband.

Key word : Dicision-making process, process approach, social context, power-structure
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