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ABSTRACT

The basic aim of the current policy is to achieve and preserve a sustainable soil quality. This means
that soil must retain all its functions for years to come. The Soil Protection Act lays down a statutory "
duty of care", which means that soil contamination occurring during certain activities must be cleaned
up by the person who cause it.The Soil Cleanup ( Interim Measures ) Act( 1983 ) was repealed on 15
May 1994, and its provisions, together with some ammendments and additions, were assimilated into
the Soil Protection Act. These cleanup regulations are intended to deal with " old cases" of soil
contamination, i.e. cases that came to light before 1 January 1987, when the Soil Protection Act
entered into force. The urgency for cleanups is dependent upon the actual exposure. In most cases
actual exposure will be less than potential exposure { underlying C-values ) because only a few
exposure routes are present. Cleanup of sites where exposure exceeds maximuvm tolerable risk levels

are considered urgent, and the actual risk level is used to prioritize the cleanup.
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