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Abstract

This study proposes a methodology of classifying major structures of a new well-named
product to assign objectives for target manufacturing cost on the basis of consumer’s
function envaluation. The principal purposes of the study include: to improve product
differentiation for those products with major usability functions and to prepare effective
steps of product concept formulation.

Since scant research has been conducted toward the approach suggested above, this
study suggests a new method using conjoint analysis for classifying goals of
manufacturing costs based on customer’'s function evaluation. The ultimate goal of this
study is to compare and check. The cost estimate for each structure, and eventually to
decide target cost values to be reasonably understood by the R&D team.
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