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Schentific analysis and interpretation of visual structure
of feng-shui: Case study of Hahoi and Yangdong villages

Hyun, Joong-Young - Park, Chan-Yong

Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Yeungnam University

ABSTRACT

The primary purpose of this research is to scientifically investigate visual
structure of Korean feng-shui at the level of village settlement. This study deals
with Hahoi and Yangdong villages of which feng-shui is regarded highly fit to
traditional feng-shui principles. Methodologically this research utilizes analytical
tools of geographical information systems and statistical analysis methods. Visual
structures of the villages' feng-shui are analyzed in terms of elevation,
orientation, gradient of slope and relative dominance of visibility of major hills. A
mathematical model is suggested to quantify facets of the villages fung-shui with
reference to slope trends. The quantitative analysis results indicate that both
villages have good feng-shui. Hahoi village has an excellent feng-shui attributable
to a near perfect harmony between water and terrain while Yangdong village has
an effective feng-shui facet for conserving energy in terms of microclimate.
Principles of feng-shui have potentials to be developed as a holistic planning and
design language. Further in-depth research on feng-shui needed to accomplish this
goal.
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