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Nine districts in Seoul were chosen randomly and a questionnaire containing 23 ques-
tions was distributed to survey the perception of noise pollution by the citizens. The
results were primarily analyzed to understand the perception of Seoul citizen as a whole,
and then analyzed according to 4 demographic variables -district area, age, gender and
occupation -to see if there were any possible relation between nonnoise variables and
noise annoyance. Actual noise level data measured by the city government were used to
compare quantified noise level with the surveyed people's perception. It was found that
people consider road traffic noise to be the main source of noise pollution in Seoul and
that most people have experienced annoyance in everyday life. Also it was verified that
the responsibility for noise control should be on both city government and the in-
dividuals, but it was generally considered that very little effort is actually put into solving
noise pollution from both groups. From the survey, it could be analyzed that dem-
ographic variables do affect people in the awareness of noise pollution, and that one's
sensitivity and annoyance due to noise increase as one ages.

From the study, it was concluded that noise pollution is not considered currently as a
hazardous problem to most Seoul citizens, however specific noise reduction policies, espe-
cially regarding road traffic noise, should be put into practice in the near future.

Key words : Noise pollution, road traffic noise, perception, annoyance, demographic vari-
ables TTS, PTS, noise control, noise reduction
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veyed by the Ministry of En-
vironment, according to source of
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construction (38.1%)

avcratt (0.7%)— domestic (43.4%)
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cording to source of noise.

construction (55.9%)

Fig. 3. Noise complaints in Seoul received
by the Ministry of Environment,
according to source of noise.

Fig. 4. The map of nine districts chosen
randomly for the study of noise
pollution level in Seoul, and the
citizens’ perception towards it.
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Fig. 5. Answers by Seoul citizens when

asked what they consider is the
main source of noise pollution in
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. 6. Answers given by Seoul citizens
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noise pollution in Seoul.

% answered

little eflort no effort

0+ = .
much effort  some effort

Fig. 7. Answers given when asked wheth-
er one has made any personal ef-
fort to reduce noise.
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Fig. 8. Answers given when asked what
portion is considered to be taken
up by noise pollution among oth-
er environmental pollutions.
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Fig. 9. Road traffic noise level of the nine
districts in Seoul, from actual
measurement data by the city
govermment.
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veyed citizens according to their
occupations
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