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Environmental problems emerged as common global problems awaiting solution. Active
collaborative efforts are required of nations and communities in order to solve en-
vironmental problems effectively. International collaboration occurs much more com-
monly these days than before, and European Community(EC) mumber countries are no
exceptions. EC has established and executed the five-year programs on Environmental
Policy Implementation, which explicated basic principles for environmental policy de-
velopment, since 1973. EC programs tend to emphasize that the direction of the policies
should reflect a change from a remedial approach to a preventive approach. Those pro-
grams have brought an awareness of the importance of Environmental Impact
Assessment(EIA) to EC member countries. France installed an EIA system in 1976,
which was the first among member countries. Several other member countries also es-
tablished a system. EC decided that a common guideline was necessary, and therefore
formulated the "European Community Guideline for Environmental Impact Assessment”
in 1985. All member countries were required to legislate an EIA system within three
years, according to the Guideline. This study will conduct a comparative analysis of the
current EIA systems of different EC member countries. The findings of this study will
provide helpful information on how to improve the efficacy of the Korean system. .
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Table 1. Comparision of act related to environmental impact assessment in EC

Law-based environmental impact aseessment |EC mumber states

Environmental conservation law
Natural conservation law
Environmental impact assessment law
Plan law

the other

Greece. Holland, Portugal
France

Germany. Italy

Denmark, England. Ireland
Belgium. Spain
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Table 2. Each state has defined individually the range of project for which it requires an

environmental impact assessment

Methods

EC mumber states

Screening process

Initial environmental evaluation

Pre-fixed environmental impact assessment projects

France, Germany, Greece, Holland. Italy.
Portugal. Spain

England. Ireland

Belgium, Denmark
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Table 3. Environmental impact assessment procedure(Cupei, 1986; Coenen and Jorissen,

1989; Koch, 1991a

Methods Preparation

[Assessment
A8

Project proponent

Neutral organization
Competent authority

iBelgium

Competent authority and
otheradministration

Denmark. England. France.
Greece. Holland, Ireland, Italy;
Portugal, Spain, Germany

‘Belgium‘ Holland

England. France. Germany,
Ireland, Italy. Portugal
Denmark. Greece. Spain
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Table 4. Selection of assessment factor in environmental impact statement

Methods

EC mumber states

Pre-fixed assessment item
Scoping process
the other

Denmark. France, Greece, Ireland, Italy
Belgium, England, Holland, Portugal. Spain
Germany
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