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Abstract

As passenger ship accidents so frequently have occurred, crisis consciousness is highly aroused in
Korean society. Although bombastic policy guidlines were suggested in accordance with every passenger
ship accident, there remains a still high possibility of such an accident reoccurring because passenger ship
comganies still do not comply with the government’s safety regulatory policies.

In this context, this paper examines why passenger ship accidents occur from the perspective of
non-compliance. The research objective of this study is 1o find the cause of passenger ship accident from the
persgective of policy non-compliance of passenger ships company to government's safety regulatory policies.

Data for the analysis was collected from literature review. A Case study related to passenger ship
accicent is adopted for the analysis. The research methods utilized in this study consist of extensive

quantitative analysis of 138 passenger ship accidents which had happened over last 10 vears from




1984 to 1993 in Korea and a qualitative analysis of the passenger ship accident of the S'eohae Ferry
in October 1993.

The results of the quantitive analysis on the 138 passenger ship accidents are as follows;

Seeing the accidents yearly, the accidents which occurred by policy non-compliance are still exist,
only somewhat reduced as vears gone by.

Seeing the accidents from the perspective of types of accident, fire accidents and death and injury
accidents had more non-compliance factors than contact accidents and one-side collision accidents, etc. had.

Seeing the accidents from the perspectives of types of passenger ship, large ships like car ferries
and general passenger ship accidents had more non-compliance factors than any other kinds of ships had.

Seeing the accidents from the perspectives of tons of passenger ships, large ships weighing more
than 1,000tons and small ships weighing less than 50tons contained a lots of non-compliance factors.
The results of the qualitative analysis of the passenger ship accident of the Sechae Ferry in October
1993 are as follows;

From the viewpoint of the human factor, there were non-compliance to the recruiting of required
number of qualified crew members and non-compliance to the safety rule which prohibited them from
leaving port in bad weather and high wave conditions.

From the viewpoint of the ship factor, there were defects in the ship. So we might say that there
was non-compliance which was aroused from the lacks of technical skills.

From the viewpoint of the administrative factor, there were many non-compliance factors such as
satlor education, shipping management, rescue, safety equipment.

From the viewpoint of the passenger factor, there were passengers’ threats which compelled the
crews to leave the port under bad weather conditions.

In conclusion, the principal non-compliances factors are passenger ship company did not follow
safety rules such as shipping the permitted number of passengers, loading permitted tons of freight
and fastening freights properly and recruiting required number of qualified crew

In order to reduce accidents, firstly we should find out the causes which play key roles in
passenger ship companies’ non-compliance to the government’s safety regulations. Secondly we
should tackle the causes.
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