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ABSTRACT

A vector timestamp is used to satisfy message ordering in a group communications. In this paper, we propose a
new vector timestamp compression method which is applicable to a single process group environment where one
process belongs to only one precess group. An existing compression method compares the fields of the previously
sent vector timestamp with those of the currently updated vector timestamp, then sends only the modified fields of
the vector timestamp. Unlike the previous one, a proposed compression method performs individual compression
for each process using the locally maintained vector timestamp information on other processes. Also, we logically
proved the causal ordering algorithm using the new compression method and compared the performance of the
proposed method with one of the previous compression method by computer simulation. Using the proposed com-
pression method, the message overhead required for causal ordering can be reduced.
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