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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Status and Visitor's Awareness of
Environmental Interpretation in Historic Sites

Kim, In-Ho(Shingu College), Dong-Mahn Ahn(Seoul National University)

The environmental interpretation in historic sites will be considered as an important
management strategy for improving the understanding of users of natural and cultural resources
which surround them. The purpose of this study was to survey on the status and visitor's
awareness of environmental interpretation in historic sites. This study was carried out through the
review of kiterature, the questionnaire to 487 visitors who visited 14 historic sites including palace,
royal tomb, and others(Kyongbok Palace, Changdok Palace, Changgvong Palace, Toksu Palace,
Unhyon Palace, Donggunung, Soonung, Honinnung, Sonjongnung, Yongnung, Chongmyo Shrine,
Sajik Park, Suwon Castle, Namhan Mountain Castle) at October 26th, 27th in 1996, the field survey
of 14 historic sites, and the interview.

The results derived from this study were as follows;

First, the environmental interpretation of the historic sites that were carried out this research
were mainly the signs, interpretive publications, but Changdok Palace(the Secret Garden) have been
only implemented the environmental interpretation by guide. Generally, the techniques of
environmental interpretation in historic sites were not various, and environmental interpretation for
visitor were not implemented effectively.

Second, from the questionnaire analysis, visitors who visited 14 historic sites were not
concerned with signs being used as typical environmental interpretation media in historic sites, but
they were satisfied with the accessibility and location of signs relatively. Also, they were more
satisfied with the number, graphic, and color of signs than the others.

Third, according to the results of satisfaction analysis through re-grouping question item about
signs, visitors were the most satisfied with the accessibility of signs, but were not the most
satisfied with the design of signs. There were significantly different to the satisfaction about the
design and management of signs and comprehensive satisfaction of signs by age group. This results
suggested that new environmental interpretation media should be planned and designed in
consideration of desire and need by age group.

Fourth, it was studied that visitors had not experience of various environmental interpretation.
and most visitors agreed to the necessity of introducing diverse environmental interpretation and
improving environmental interpretation



