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abstract

Methods and Evaluation of Korean Population Census

Tai-Hun Kim

It is generally known that the quality of Korean population census results
is very high. The completeness of the census has been over 97% since 1960,
The age errors are very low and they belong to the lowest group in the
world. However, Korean census has several problems to be solved, which

are suggested as the followings:

1) Since most Koreans are bhasically educated, we will be able to adopt the
self-reporting survey method for the next census instead of the interview
method. Then, we can save a lot of time and cost in a census.

2) We have to simplify the items of age since the effects of the four age items
(Korean age, zodiac vear at birth, birth date in solar or lunar calendar) are
not large enough to compare to the investments of manpower and costs.

3) It should be helpful to improve the quality of census data if the post
enumeration survey is conducted more successfully and the results evalu
ated for more items not only age are published.

4) For the reduction of the error rates [or the age groups of infants, young
children and the young labours who are moving frequently, we need some
special items for the compliteness of the population census by age group.

5) We have to prepare and release the 1995 2% sample data file to the public
users for the improvement of the usefuleness in time. Furtheremore, it is
also very important for the resecarch in the field of social sciences that the

back series of 2% sample [iles from 1985 census data are reconstructed.



