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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to present the aesthetic values of the Korean traditional
costume for developing ‘Korean’ fashion design can be accepted in general in the modern
times. For this purpose, documentary studies about the aesthetic values of the Korean
traditional art and Korean traditional costume were preceded. And the perception of the
Korean traditional costume were studied according to DeLong’s two criteria, body priority/
clothes priority and open/closed. Next, the aesthetic values of the Korean traditional costume
were re-defined. The results can be summarized as follows; 1) The aesthetic values of the
Korean traditional art are the beauty of nature, the purity, and the pleasantry. As the beauty
of nature is the important one, the purity is caused by the love of nature. The pleasantry is
as a way of expression. 2) The aesthetic values of the Korean traditional costume through
the documentary studies stand for as the beauty of nature, the purity, the beauty of evil's eye,
the beauty of symbolism, the beauty of personality, the beauty of tragedy and the beauty of
tradition. 3) Korean traditional costume are perceived as clothes priority and open. 4) The
aesthetic values of the Korean traditional costume can be re~defined as the beauty of nature,
the purity, and the pleasantry. The beauty of nature comes from the ‘natural’ look, the
exposure of the fabric as itself and the organic lines of the Korean traditional costume. The
purity comes from the geometrical squared clothing form of Korean traditional costume
which doesn’t revive the human body form. The Pleasantry is seen the colors and motifs of
costumes that have the human's hope and incantation and the exaggeration and distortion of
human body form.
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