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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to investigate the interaction effect of garment formality, Yin
-Yang level, and body type of children on impression formation. The experimental materials
developed for the study were a set of stimuli (8 color photographs) and a response scale (34
bipolar adjectives) and the subjects were 267 elementary school teachers in Taejon area who
were responsible for the first grade students.

Results were as follows;

The 3 independent variables showed significant effects on impression of the 4 factors
(sociability, potency, dynamics, cooperation) of impression. Since hody type had interaction
effects with garment formality and subject’s gender, the two body types were separately
analyzed.

For the normal body type, only the garment formality affected on impression of coo-
peration factor. But for the large body type, garment formality affected on impression of
potency dimension, garment Yin-Yang level affected on social and dynamics dimension, and
subject’s gender affected on social and cooperation dimensions.

The body type was the most salient variables and clothing effects for the large body type
was significantly different for the normal body type. It is concluded that the results support

the cognitive categorization theory on impression formation.
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