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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to find out the symbolism of religious costume which has
showed the religious belief system ‘through costume practice and culture. Indian Religious
costume each has its own mark was investigated in this study. In India, religion is a way of
life. It is an integral part of the entire Indian tradition. The results were as follows; India’s
several main religions are Hinduism(About 80% of population), Islam(About 11% of
population), Sikhism(less than 2% of population), Jainism(less than 1% of population),
Buddhism (less than 1% of population) and Christianity (About 3% of population but
excluding here).

Religious faith system which symbolized Godhood, spiritualty, ascetics, restraint, chastity,
sacred and dignity gave a certain shape to each color, ornaments, dressing and marking of
religion costume. In connection with religion costumes, there were Hindu’s Tika, sacred ash,
long hair, knot and holy band(Yajnopavita), Buddhist's kayysa and tonsures, Jains' no
covering, Muslim’s chador and skullcap, Sikh's turban- (with no cutting hair), comb, steel
bracelet, drawers, sword or dagger.

The characteristics, head especiallj-r of thebody and white in the colors were made much
account for India religion costume. Traditional costume seems to be worn at the present
times in India. But apparently these costume associated with religion costume because of

Hindu more than 80% of population.
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