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Abstract

This study aims to analyze Sungkyunkwan Students’ uniform during Chosun dynasty
through literature and paintings. Confucian scholar’s costume of Chosun dynasty was said to
imitate that of Chinese counterpart’s. The first Confucian scholar’s costume, which was
officially instituded during King Taejong’s reign, was a Yugon worn on the head and a
Chongkeum (blue collar). But Chinese Gukjagam students’ uniform in the early Ming years
was a Nansam and later became a blue Wonryong which reflected the changes in the Ming
period.

Though Chosun's Chongkeum was the official Confucian scholar's costume on record, it
was not worn widely. Confucian scholars rather wore a red Jikryong or a white coat up to
the mid-Chosun dynasty, and in the late Chosun period, a black Danryong or a red Danryong
were more popular for Confucian scholars. Because the official Confucian scholar’s uniform
Chongkeumn was not used widely and other costumes were wom more popularly, various
attempts had been made to adopt the Nansam, like that of Ming's, as the official Costume
scholar’s uniform from King Sunjo to King Youhgjo. Finally, King Youngjo decided to adopt
the Nansam as the official costume for those who passed the civil service examination,
ending the controversies conceming an official costume. We cannot find the Nansam and the
Aengsam of the late Chosun period from the paintings either. This confirms that Aengsam
was the costume which originated from the late Chosun period.

The term “Chongkeurn” was used either to imply ‘Confucian scholar’ or to indicate various

‘Confucian scholar’s costume rather than its original meaning of blue collar.
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