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ABSTRACT

Cho, Seokhee (Korean Educational Development Institute)
Lee, Jeong-Ho (Kyung Hee University)
Lee, Jin-Soon (Kyung Hee University)

Twenty-three of International Math Olympians raised in Korea were served as
the subjects to answer the following questions: (1) What family and school factors
contribute to the development of the math talent of the Olympians? (2) What
impacts have the Olympiad program on the mathematically talented students? By
means of questionnaire survey and in-depth interview, the related data were
collected. The questionnaires were developed by James Campbell for cross-cultural
studies. The major findings were as follows: (1) the olympians were mostly
Ist-born child and were "discovered” in an early age; (2) most olympians ranked
highly in the class; (3) the SES of the Olympians’ family were varied, though the
majority were high; (4) the Olympians’ family support and learning environment
were reported strong and positive; (5) the Olympiad experiences were, in general,
positive to the subjects, especially in learning attitude toward math and science,
self~esteem and in autonomous learning and creative problem solving; (6) there
were almost none special program designed for the Olympians during their school
years; (7) the degree of computer literacy were varied according to the subject’s
personal interest and the accessibility to the computer; (8) most Olympians had not
yet showed special aschievement other than math as there were still students; (9)

the Olympians were individuals with unique characteristics.
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