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The purpose of this study is to investigate drug information sources which influence
physician’s prescriptions, and to compare the differences of drug information sources be-
tween private practitioners and hospital physicians, In addition, the ultimate goal of this
study is to provide better quality of drug information for both groups of physicians throug-
h the professional drug information system,

264 physicians, including general practitioners and all types of specialists who were wor-
king in hospitals and private clinics in Taejon and Chungnam area, participated in this

study which was conducted by mail.

89



~ Youngae Kim et al : Source of Drug Information among Private Practitioners and Hospital Physicians —

The results are summarized as follows ;

1. Both physician groups received drug informations mainly from medical journals, but
there were differences in secondary sources of drug information, Namely, hospital physic-
lans got drug information from annual meetings and textbooks, and private practitioners
got it from detail men and colleagues.

2. Drug effect was the first consideration for drug selection in both physician groups,
But, in the 2nd consideration, private practitioners concerned about the price, insurance
and rebates, but hospital physicians were not.

3. Only 9.2% of the private practitioners satisfied with the sufficiency of drug infor-
mation, whereas 22.0% of hospital physicians satisfied with it. The most insufficient area
of information was drug interaction in both groups and 91.9% of the physicians suggested
that a professional drug information system should be introduced.

4. Both physician groups had contacted with detail men frequently, However, it was
rare for them to contact with a pharmacist. This phenomenon was more severe in the
case of private practitioners,

5. Neither physician groups knew very much about drug information centers. However,
they would be willing to participate if a professional drug information system were estab-

lished. Also, they indicated that the information most required was drug interaction.

Key words = drug information center, physician’s prescription, source of drug information
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