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Fig. 10. A redlip mullet, Liza haematocheila
(Temminck et Schlegel), probable infection source
of present cases
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=Abstract=

Five human cases of Diphyllobothrium latum infection through eating raw flesh of

redlip mullet, Liza haematocheila

Pyung-Rim CHUNG!*, Woon-Mok SOHN2), Younghun JUNG1),
Soo-Hwan PAI3) and Moon-Suk NAM4)

Departments of Parasitology!), Clinical Pathology3 and Internal Medicine#, Inha University
College of Medicine, Inchon 402-751, and Department of Parasitology?, College of Medicine,
Gyeongsang National University, Chinju 660-280, Korea.

A total of 32 human diphyllobothriasis cases have been reported so far in Korea, exclud-
ing 21 egg-positive cases from stool examinations. Authors experienced five more human
cases of Diphyllobothrium latum infection, especially infected due to eating raw flesh of
redlip mullet, Liza haematocheila. Five cases were neighbors residing in the Puchon area,
Kyonggi-do, who ate raw mullets (L. haematocheila) in a party in February 1996. The mul-
lets were purchased at the Noryangjin fisheries market in Seoul. All of cases (2 males and
3 females) were 35 to 43 years old and healthy with the body weight range of 56-62 kg.
They complained about gastrointestinal trouble and abdominal discomfort, but were in
normal ranges of their hematology and urinalysis data. None revealed any sign of anemia.
The patients experienced natural discharge of a chain of segments before, and showed
diphyllobothriid eggs in their stool specimens when they visited our laboratory. They were
administered with praziquantel (15 mg/kg of body weight} and 30 g of magnesium sulfate
as a purgative. Two whole worms with the scolices (310-340 ¢m in length; 8-13 mm in
width) were expelled each from two out of five cases after anthelmintic treatment, and the
others expelled the parts of strobilae without scolex. The worms were identified as D.
latum, based on the following biological characters: external morphologies, coiling of
uterus, the number of uterine loops, position of genital opening, morphologies of cirrus,
cirrus sac and seminal vesicle on the histological sections, position of vagina and uterine
pore, and microscopical and SEM morphologies of the eggs.

Key words: Diphyllobothrium latum, human diphyllobothriasis, brackish-water mullet,
Liza haematocheila

[Korean J. Parasitol. 35(4): 283-289, December 1997]
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