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ABSTRACT: The National Museum of Korea bears a responsibility of keeping and
caring of unearthed cultural properties according to Cultural Properties Protection
Law, No. 3644. As a result, the unearthed cultural properties are stored up in the
museum. More than 10,000 units of cultural properties are unearthed each year. and
the number is increasing as years go by. However, the keeping facilities of the
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museum are already over-saturated. Consequently, many unearthed cultural properties
are entrusted to university museums that have poor facilities and a few experts.
More pressing problem is that these cultural properties are not under the proper
protection of scientific conservation. One reason is that there are not many
conservation scientists in our country. Only five members are working as conservation
experts at the National Museum of Korea and 20 or so nation-wide. We propose to
establish a new system and organization which will take charge of the conservation
and care of the cultural properties, and consist of scientific keeping facilities and
expert personnel (conservation scientists) to solve these problems.
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