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Abstract: The contents of high school ‘Common science’ textbooks was analyzed qualitatively and quantitatively.
Seven common science textbooks were selected and its contents, structure, inquiry, activities, appendix and its charac-
teristics were investigated, and analyzed using the Goal Clusters of Project Synthesis and Romey's indices of text evalu-
ation were calculated. The contents of each unit are not much different among textbooks because they are written ac-
cording to the curriculum ordinance and textbook guidelines of the Ministry of Education. The textbooks was consist of
471~519 pages. It was distribute similarly among the chapter of ‘materials’, forces, 'lives’ and ‘earth’. The chapter of
‘energy and ‘environment was treat significantly. The contents and structure of common science is a mere physical con-
solidation. I make an alternative plan that a topic form. Inquiry activities used in the textbooks are 11 type, however
most of that is interpretation of data, experiment, survey and discussion. Ninety six percents of the experiment, belong
to the 1st level, four percents of that belong to the 2nd level of the Schwab's inquiry level and there are no activities of
the 3rd level. Little attention is given to Goal Cluster I, II, IV in the common science textbooks currently employed. Its
content should be broadened to include all Goal Clusters of Project Synthesis. Romey's indices representing the degrees
of student involvement. are 0.57~1.14 for sentence analysis, 0.60~1.67 for figure and diagram analysis, 0.67~1.50 for
analysis of questions at chapter ends, respectively, student activity per page investigated being 0.6~0.9. But chapter sum-
maries cease to repeats the conclusions of the chapter also it be rather formally and inattentively written.
Key word: common science textbook analysis.
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