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A CASE REPORT ON INADEQUATE USE OF LATEX-ELASTIC
RING INDUCING PERIODONTAL DAMAGE

Byung-Jai Choi, D.D.S., Ph.D., Won-Kyung Choi, D.D.S.
Jae-Ho Lee, D.D.S., M.S.D., Heung-Kyu Shon, D.D.S., Ph.D.

Department of Pediatric Dentistry, College of Dentistry, Yonsei University

This paper presents improper use of latex-elastic ring in movement of teeth and its con-
sequence. Simple orthodontic movement of teeth including closure of diastema may be ac-
hieved by the use of simple method with fixed or removable appliance associated with la-
tex-elastic ring. But, if it is used alone, it acts as a local irritant and then produces loca-
lized periodontitis.

In case of localized periodontitis resulting from latex-elastic ring, diagnosis is difficult
because the patient is usually unaware of the presence of the rings on the roots of the
involved teeth and because the ring is not probed and is radiolucent and therefore not di-
scernible radiographically and clinically. Occasionally, surgery is requred for the detection.

This case emphasizes the necessity that the use of latex-elastic ring in closing diastema
should be accompanied with removable or fixed appliance as well as close professional
supervision. Its use without adequate provision for stabilization or retention on the crowns
of teeth results in destruction of periodontal support and the teeth may be lost.
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