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Model Study of Aesthetic Database System of
Architectural Precedents for Design: Reference

Kim, Kyong Soo
( Professor, Myong Ji University )’

ABSTRACT

Computerized visual database construction of architectural precedents has just begun in some
research institutes in the world. In Korea the first visual database has shown its testl version by
S architectural design firm in september 1996. In this article the author discusses the historical
contexts and the recent computerization cases, the traits, the uses and the limits of architectural
visual database system of precedents.

The forms and contents of data fields in two cases are compared with a focus on the
description of architectural traits of each data entry. Compared to the KIA format, the S database
has better performance for architectural design reference because it collects more pictures and
drawings and larger texts for the field of architectural chracteristics. But this latter also is
constrained by its capacity of memory and so lacks the reciprocity of the DOORS in the Graduate
School of Design, Harvard University.

A visual database system which has more flexible allocation of memory and respondent with the
users is yet to be prepared. But this system also should be maintained by some experts in
architectural history, theory and criticism, because their knowledge is essential for selection of
precedents and revision of the data description. A full-fledged electronic visual database in
architecture will not only save much effort for the architect, but also will change the architects’

design behavior. Nevertheless this does not mean the automatic promotion of architects’ creativity.
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