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ABSTRACT

Hong-ssi Tokso-rok (i#tFi#E# or Hong’s Annotated Bibliography of Korean and Chinise Books)
is the only work on the history of Korean bibliographies that has the introductory notes to each
class, that is description of the origin of subject fields, transition, and characteristics at the beginning
of‘ each class. This paper is aimed to examine the outline of the introductory description of class, to
analyze the Four Category Classification System( {7 367) devised by‘ Hong Sok-chu, and to-
explain how the classes of Four Category Classification are set and ordered.

This paper shows several characteristics in the idea of Hong's classification system. There
characteristics were discovered by analyzing the content of each introduction of classes. The
characteristics are as follows :

First, classes are organized and arranged from the substantial problem to nonsubstantial ones. In
other words, the greater the distance of the class from the substantial problem of Confucianism, the
farther the order of the class will be found from the substantial problem. The order of classes is set
by how the class is closed to the substantial problern in the same hierarchy. This principle is strictly
applied to the Hong’s classification system.

Second, on the basis of democratic thought, he developed the classification system. In other words,
when he set up the priority of classes, he put emphasis on the democratism as a guideline. The
organization of classes belong to the catagories of history(Sa-bu, $#f) and philosophy(Cha-bu, FL)
showed the application of this principle.

Conclusively, this paper found that Hong did not randomly arrange the class order, but he set the
class order with objective reasons and logic when he set the class order of arrangement.
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